
A CALL TO ACTION FOR GEORGIA PRESERVATION ADVOCATES
October 29, 2026

SPEAK UP FOR
SECTION 106



National Historic Preservation Act (1966)
• Established a national preservation program and a
system of procedural protections, encouraging both the
identification and protection of historic resources,
including archeological resources, at the federal level.

• Authorizes several facets of the preservation ecosystem
that are foundational to historic preservation in the
United States:
• A National Register of Historic Places
• A review process, known as Section 106 (after its
location in the original law), to ensure that federal
agencies consider the effects of federally
supported undertakings on historic properties
listed or eligible for listing on the National
Register.

• Authority for a grant program, supported by the
Historic Preservation Fund, to provide funds to
states and

• individuals.
• The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, an
independent federal agency, that advises the
President and Congress on historic preservation
matters. The Council and its staff also advise
federal agencies on their roles in the national
historic preservation program, especially their
compliance with Section 106 of NHPA.



Section 106
The head of any Federal agency having direct or indirect jurisdiction
over a proposed Federal or federally assisted undertaking in any State
and the head of any Federal department or independent agency having
authority to license any undertaking, prior to the approval of the
expenditure of any Federal funds on the undertaking or prior to the
issuance of any license, shall take into account the effect of the
undertaking on any historic property. The head of the Federal
agency shall afford the Council a reasonable opportunity to comment
with regard to the undertaking.





Source: GSU Library Digital Collections



July September November 9
Senate leaders’ target date
for a procedural vote on S.
5653.

November 10
The ACHP meets on its
separate rewrite of the
Section 106 rules.

Bipartisan Senate group
announces permitting
reform bill that rewrites
Section 106.

ACHP unveils proposed
changes to Section 106
that would eviscerate
existing protections



75%
Fewer projects reviewed for
adverse effects if rules are

changed

97%
5%

Projects reviewed on time by
SHPO under current regs

Projects found to have an adverse
effect under current regs



What the proposed bill would do:
• Exempt many federally supported projects from existing review.
• Ignore impacts on historic places that are not considered ‘direct effects’ including visual impacts such

as viewsheds.
• Permit federal agencies to unilaterally decide that other priorities, such as project cost, outweigh the

need for preservation.
• Make consultation with municipalities and states optional.
• Limit citizens’ ability to go to court before a historic site is lost.



Section 106 Serves Underrepresented 
Communities



Avondale Burial 
Ground

Pleasant Hill in Macon

New Echota



• Avondale Burial Ground



• Avondale Burial Ground



• Pleasant Hill, Macon
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• Pleasant Hill, Macon



• New Echota



Federal Highway 
Administration

Georgia Department of 
Transportation

A VIEW FROM RURAL GEORGIA

Providence United Methodist Church Cemetery est. 1857



Providence United Methodist Church



Troup County

US Department of 
Housing and Urban 

Development

Department of 
Community Affairs & 
Municipal Housing 

Authorities



Commerce Ave Property, LaGrange



Macon, Talbot, and Taylor Counties

Federal Communications 
Commission 

Broadband Fiber Optics 
Rural Expansion 

Initiative

(E-Connectivity)



8 Miles of Broadband



www.georgiatrust.org/our-programs/advocacy



www.georgiatrust.org/our-programs/advocacy



Statewide letter in support of Section 106



Make noise at the local and federal level
Make sure your local elected officials understand the
consequences of these changes.
- HPCs, Mayors, and County Commissions will lose a

direct avenue for engagement on federal projects
- The most common projects impacting local

communities - roads, bridges, and energy
infrastructure - would not longer be reviewed under
Section 106

- Federal agencies could unilaterally determine no
adverse effects on local districts & landmarks

Share with local media
- Use real examples of places that would be at risk
- Point them toward resources to learn more



Senator Jon Ossoff

Washington, DC office

(202) 224-3521
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Write: ossoff.senate.gov/contact-us/
share-your-views

Request a meeting: ossoff.senate.gov/
contact-us/scheduling-requests

Atlanta
271 17th Street NW
Suite 1510
Atlanta, GA 30363

(470) 786-7800

Augusta
One Tenth Street
Suite 660
Augusta, GA 30901

(706) 261-5031

Columbus
18 9th Street
Suite 513
Columbus, GA 31901

(706) 780-7053

Savannah
532 Stephenson Avenue
Suite 103B
Savannah, GA 31405

(912) 200-9402

Oppose the Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act (S.5653) unless its preservation
provisions are removed or drastically improved.



Senator Raphael Warnock

Washington, DC office

(202) 224-3643
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Write: warnock.senate.gov/contact/
contact-form

Request a meeting: warnock.senate.gov/
services/scheduling-request

Atlanta office
201 17th Street NW, Suite 530
Atlanta, GA 30363

(770) 694-7828

Name the bill
S. 5653 - Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act

Oppose the Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act (S.5653) unless its
preservation provisions are removed or drastically improved.



Questions?
bsutton@georgiatrust.org

www.georgiatrust.org/our-programs/advocacy
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