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Biography & Bibliography  
 

After years of listening to other peoples’ lies, you decided you’ve had enough. Now you’re out 
to tell it like it is, with all the gory details and nothing left out. Instead of respecting leaders, 
you want to know what the common people have to offer. But this revolution still has a long 
way to go, and you’re not against making a little profit while you wait. Honesty is your best 
policy. 

---The Blue Pyramid in comparing Robert Davis to Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of 
the United States.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

  

 

Robert Scott “Bob” Davis Jr. is the ultimate history geek. He created the genealogy assets of 
Wallace State Community College, Hanceville, Alabama, including an extensive genealogical 
collection and teaching genealogy as a college-level course. In 2006, his efforts received the 
Award for Outstanding Leadership in History from the American Association for State and 
Local History. He has retired. 
 
Many scholars devote their work to one subject and a few historical interests. Professor Davis 
has over 2,000 publications in genealogy, history, and records, including numerous projects 
that would have been the sole work of one person. Bob has researched in archives and libraries 
throughout the United States, England, and Scotland. In addition to studying and writing on 
history, genealogy, and records, he has compiled books and articles on research methods and 
materials and spoken at hundreds of meetings nationwide, some of which are available on the 
Internet as Zoom presentations. 
 
A retired senior professor of History, Bob does his genealogical and historical research and 
publication because he enjoys doing something valuable that few other people do. He is also a 
private-practice historian in the tradition of Sherlock Holmes, a consulting detective. 
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Bob was born on February 14 (St. Valentine's Day), 1954, to Robert S. Davis, Sr. of Atlanta, and 
his wife, Elizabeth Kathleen Holbert of Jasper, Georgia, at Fort Devens Army Hospital in 
Shirley, Middlesex County, Massachusetts. A massive winter storm's closing of the 
airports prevented him from being born at Fort McPherson near Atlanta or Fort Benning. He is 
married to Nancy Lynn Murphree. She has two children, Isaac and Erica, and five 
grandchildren, Alyssa, Braylee, Cheyenne, Iris, and Raelynn. 
 
The professor’s families descend from the Smith, Davis, Martin, Hudgins, Burton, Magwire, 
Ellison, Allred, Rodgers, and Faulkner families of Hall County and the Holbert, Haygood, 
Hammontree, Richards, Farriba, Honea, Nicholson, and Tomlin families of Pickens County. 
This ancestry includes moonshiners, Union and Confederate soldiers, a Georgia state senator 
who represented a Georgia county that was actually in another state, ministers, vigilantes, and 
supposedly Native Americans, Mayflower passengers, Plantagenet kings, as well as other 
interesting characters. 
 
From his earliest memories, Bob was interested in local and family history. As a cadet colonel 
in his high school Junior Air Force ROTC unit, he buried a time capsule to be opened in 200 
years, commemorating his favorite television program, Star Trek. This project brought him 
into contact with the Georgia Department of Archives and History for the first time (now the 
Georgia Archives; the GDAH handled the microfilming for his time capsule), leading to an 
interview on NBC television's First Tuesday Program. After graduation, Bob took a three-week 
tour of Europe and Israel alone.  
 
While a cadet at North Georgia College (now the University of North Georgia), he became 
Georgia's first history intern, researching and writing a report on the Kettle Creek 
Revolutionary War Battlefield in cooperation with Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. of the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources. (He still researches and writes on Kettle Creek to this day.) 
As president of the North Georgia College Social Science Club, he assembled his college’s 
centennial museum while not skydiving, playing war games, and studying guerrilla warfare 
with the college ROTC’s Aggressor platoon. 
 
Bob holds a corporate doctorate from Mellen University (2024). He graduated from Piedmont 
University with a straight "A" average, obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in History in 1978. With 
almost as high an average, he received a Master of Education degree in history from North 
Georgia College (now the University of North Georgia) (1980) and a certificate in computer 
programming from Pickens Area Technical School (now Appalachian Technical College). He 
also has a Master of Arts degree from the University of Alabama at Birmingham (1996) and has 
done additional graduate work at the University of Alabama at Huntsville. In 1995, he attended 
the Institute of Documentary Editing conducted by the National Historical Records Publication 
Commission of the National Archives.  
 
For fourteen years, Bob worked as a freelance historical researcher until working for Wallace 
State Community College in 1991. Most of his clients were family researchers seeking 
genealogical data, although they and their research problems varied widely. He even worked 
for a Texas billionaire. 
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Bob also compiled many books on Georgia research and records during that time. Among the 
most popular genealogical sources books for Georgia are his Research in Georgia With a 
Special Emphasis on the Georgia Department of Archives and History (one of the first state-
specific research guides); The Georgia Black Book: Morbid, Macabre, and Sometimes 
Disgusting Records of Genealogical Value; The Wilkes County Papers; and Georgia Citizens 
and Soldiers of the American Revolution. 
 
Now retired from teaching, Bob still writes articles and books, usually on Georgia records and 
history. No one else has ever had articles simultaneously in all of Georgia's state-wide 
genealogy, history, library, and archivist journals (Winter 1993).  
 
In 1988, the professor also simultaneously published work in many of the most important 
nationwide genealogical periodicals. He has been a contributing editor to five Georgia 
genealogical periodicals and Heritage Quest. His hundreds of columns over the years have 
included more than 120 pieces for the Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
Because of his background in Georgia research, Bob was called upon to write the introduction 
for the index to the 1870 federal census of Georgia and to revise the Georgia chapter of the 1991 
and the Alabama and Georgia chapters of the 2004 editions of Redbook. He has also published 
books on how to research in both states.  
 
Bob has conducted genealogical programs and workshops in Alabama, Arizona, California, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Texas. He delivered papers before the National Genealogical Society in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
in 1988; in Arlington, Virginia, in 1990; Jacksonville, Florida, in 1992; and Houston, Texas, in 
1994. Bob taught genealogy at the Senior College of Emory University, the Genealogical 
Institute of (Dallas) Texas, and twice at the Summer Genealogical Institute of Samford 
University. He has lectured on genealogy at Beville State College, Emory University, Georgia 
State University, and Clayton State University. 
 
The “professor” has also given hundreds of talks to historical organizations, including as a 
"Roads Scholar” for both the Alabama and Mississippi Humanities Councils. Special venues 
where Professor Davis has given presentations include the Salzberger Jerusalem Church in 
Ebenezer, Georgia; The Old Wrightsboro Church near Thomson, Georgia; Andersonville 
National Historic Site; James E. Carter Presidential Library; George H. W. Bush Presidential 
Library; Elijah Clark State Park; Cyclorama of the Battle of Atlanta; Museum of the American 
Revolution, Yorktown, Virginia; Old Mississippi State Capital building, Jackson; the Redstone 
Arsenal; the Columbus, Georgia Civil War Arsenal;  the 1850s Tishomingo County courthouse; 
and the Monroe County Alabama Court House (used in To Kill a Mocking Bird). 
 
Bob has also written for historical and librarian journals, more than 100 articles so far, 
including for Prologue: The Quarterly of the National Archives, Journal of Military History, 
Journal for British Military History, Agricultural History, and the Journal of African 
American History. No one except his friend and mentor, Dr. E. Merton Coulter, has made a 
greater contribution to the Georgia Historical Society Quarterly.  
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Professor Davis has also reviewed several manuscripts for later publication as books. He has 
reviewed books for the Journal of American History, Journal of Southern History, Harvard 
Business History Review, Journal of African American History, The Historian, North 
Carolina Historical Review, Technology & Culture, Journal of Archival Organization, and 
Gulf States Historical Review, among many others. Bob has also done over 150 reviews for the 
New York Journal of Books. 
 
As a historian, Bob Davis has been quoted on National Public Radio's program All Things 
Considered and in Smithsonian magazine, the Washington Post, the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
AL.com, the Christian Science Monitor, the television series Aerial America, and Time 
magazine. In May 2013, the Associated Press published excerpts from an interview he gave on 
the efforts to locate the site of the battle of Robert Carr’s fort on February 10, 1779. The Wall 
Street Journal and New York Times Magazine have interviewed him. 
 
Davis has also presented on television. In 2010, he appeared on Brad Meltzer’s Decoded 
television show on the History Channel. He has since appeared in documentaries on the 
History Channel and the Investigation Discovery Channel. Georgia Public Television used 
excerpts from his book Requiem for a Lost City in the television series Georgia's Civil War.
 
The most important work of Robert S. Davis has been in trying to save Georgia's recorded 
heritage. He wrote the original draft of the 1980 Georgia Records Act, which extends legal 
protection to all of Georgia's state and local records. He conducted campaigns to win public 
support for restoring the various programs for saving our records that the administration of 
the Georgia Archives had shut down. While that administration tried to discourage using 
Georgia's records and archives, Bob published articles and workbooks to make the archives 
more accessible. In 2012, he helped in the effort to save the Georgia Archives from being closed 
for good. 
 
The many collections and materials he has obtained, include, for the Georgia Archives, 
hundreds of reels of microfilm of the colonial Georgia records in the National Archives of the 
United Kingdom; the Georgia Loyalist claims; the Sheftall Collection of records of Georgia 
Revolutionary War soldiers; the North Carolina Revolutionary War pay vouchers; the Georgia 
government records at Duke University, and much more. He was also responsible for the 
Georgia Archives obtaining the new addition to the Joseph M. Toomey Collection of Wilkes 
County records (some 15,000 items) and helped arrange for the opening of the personal 
research files of genealogist Leon Hollingsworth to the public. The R. J. Taylor, Jr. Foundation 
sent him to Great Britain for a month in 1990 to identify early Georgia records for microfilming 
for use by American researchers at the Georgia Archives. He used the microfilm laboratory at 
Wallace State Community College to copy the historic site reports of the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources to be microfilmed for donation to the Georgia Archives. 
 
Bob has donated original manuscripts, notes, and microfilm to the Georgia Archives, Georgia 
Historical Society, the Atlanta History Center, the South Carolina Historical Society, and the 
Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library of the University of Georgia. Carl A. Anderson's 
Collection of histories of Georgia institutions that issued currency, 1802-1866, became his 
donation to the Georgia Archives. He was responsible for the donation of the Clarke/Mounger 
Family files of genealogist Robert Wilson to the Hargrett Library and the Dr. George F. Walker 
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Collection donated to the Washington Memorial Library in Macon, Georgia. The final decisions 
to open the indexes to Georgia and Alabama vital records to the general public came mainly 
from his efforts. 
 
For his work, Robert Davis received an Outstanding Young Man in America award from the 
Jaycees in 1976 and the National Award of Merit from the National Genealogical Society in 
1986 (and again in 2013 for winning the national writing competition). He has received an 
award from the Georgia Genealogical Society four times for his contributions to Georgia 
research. In 2014, the Dallas Genealogical Society awarded him the Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck 
Award of Distinguished Service in Genealogy. 
 
In history awards, Davis has received the American Association for State and Local History 
honored his book Ghosts and Shadows of Andersonville with the Award of Merit in History in 
2007, the same award it bestowed upon his program in 2006.  The book was twice considered 
for a television documentary. In 2014, Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution, the 
fourth oldest roundtable devoted to the American Revolution, gave him a lifetime achievement 
award for scholarship. The Sons of the American Revolution gave him a bronze good 
citizenship medal for his thirty years of research into the Battle of Kettle Creek (1974-2004) 
and, in 2014, the silver medal for his work on Robert Carr’s fort. Macmillan Publishing gave 
him its runner-up award in its first Black Stories Contest in 2021 for his essay on Austin 
Dabney. The South Carolina Historical Association awarded him its 2015 Daniel Hollis Award 
for the best article by a professional historian in its journal for the last three years. 
 
In 1990, Bob was an alternate delegate to the Georgia Governor's Conference on Library and 
Information Services. In 1991, he was elected a trustee of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists, and in December 1994, Governor James Folsom appointed him to the Alabama 
Historical Records Advisory Board. He is included in various “Who’s Who” volumes, including 
both editions of the Who's Who of American Genealogy and Heraldry. He has received full-
page stories in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Birmingham News, Birmingham Post 
Herald, and Cullman Times. 
 
Bob is a charter member and past Marble Valley (Pickens County) Historical Society president. 
He served on his regional historic preservation board as half of the Pickens County Georgia 
Sesquicentennial Committee. He organized Pickens County’s local library's history room, 
collected the area's historical photographs, and arranged for the microfilming of his county's 
newspapers (which he located) and loose original county records. He was also the town’s 
historic preservation committee co-chairman in Blountsville, Alabama. He helped his local 
historical society earn the Local Historical Society Award of the Alabama Historical Association 
in 2006, and he is a past officer of the Georgia Genealogical Society. 
 

******* 

Professor Davis’ successes in uncovering what would remain lost matter most to him. In high 
school, he discovered the true name of an Indian chief in 1500s Fort Caroline, his first research 
project. While Georgia’s first history intern, he uncovered the real location of Robert Carr’s 
Revolutionary War fort, which helped archaeologists locate the actual site decades later. As a 
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private researcher, Bob uncovered the story of the mysterious Robert R. Henry Papers, the 
truth about the house at Carter’s quarters, the lost 1833 state land lottery of Georgia, and the 
secret history of Blood Mountain. His research uncovered that the early records believed to 
have been lost to Washington County in Alabama and Mississippi, respectively, were each in 
the other’s courthouse. Bob learned the secrets of Georgia’s colonial communities of Augusta, 
Briar Creek, Ebenezer, and Wrightsborough. 
 
Some of these treasures turned up hidden in plain sight. Through encounters in his travels, 
Professor Davis brought to light lost colonial Georgia court records, the Magruder collection of 
unique surviving historical newspapers, and the truth about the George Corn Tassels murder 
case, which resulted in the historical Cherokee Court cases before the United States Supreme 
Court. 
 
Among the projects he has worked on, with the help of rare Georgiana collector David M. 
Sherman, was acquiring the nationally significant William Few letters collection for the Hargrett 
Rare Book and Manuscript Collection. Bob also arranged for the Kollock Family Papers, 1797-
1900, to be microfilmed and donated to various archives. This material is, arguably, the most 
critical private correspondence of a Southern family that is still in private hands. He did the 
Alabama research for the Hulu documentary for the 1619 Project. 

Much of the above came from Professor Davis recognizing important documents when he 
happened upon them during his research. Other findings took years of inquiry, persistence, 
and research. He has even published articles on misidentified and missing records (“ghosts”). 
 
Bob still hunts for lost manuscripts, such as the 1813 diary of George R. Gilmer's recruitment 
efforts at Wrightsborough. Among his finds are John Dooly's account of the battle of Kettle 
Creek, written two days after the battle, the diary of early Georgia Baptist minister John 
Newton, and the letters of Georgia Loyalist Dr. Thomas Taylor. 
 
In 1975, he published his first article on failing to identify the anonymous author of letters from 
the 1775 Georgia frontier. In 2015, he identified the author and that the plantation was actually 
in South Carolina. The South Carolina Historical Association awarded him its 2015 Daniel 
Hollis Award for the best article by a professional historian in its journal for the last three years 
for that article on Richard Oswald as the author of American Husbandry by identifying 
anonymous letters reproduced in the book as written by John Lewis Gervais. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (for current and future research projects see the end of the bibliography) 
 

* Articles that have been placed in expanded form on Academia. 

 
 I.  BOOKS, BOOKLETS, AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 

 

Kettle Creek: The Battle of the Cane Brakes. Atlanta: Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources, 1975. Written with Kenneth H. Thomas,. Jr. Reprinted. Available on the Digital 
Library of Georgia: 2004.https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_ggpd_s-ga-bn200-pp6-bm1-b1974-
bk4  
 
Georgia Citizens and Soldiers of the American Revolution. Easley, S. C.: Southern 
Historical Press, l979. 
 
The Georgia Land Lottery Papers, l806-l9l4. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 
1979. 
 
Kettle Creek Battle and Battlefield. Washington, GA: Washington-Wilkes Publishing, 
1979. 
 
The Wilkes County Papers, l773-l833. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, l979. 
 
The Families of Burke County, 1755-1855: a Census. Easley, Southern Historical Press, 
1980. 
 
Thomas Ansley and the American Revolution in Georgia. Red Springs, NC: Ansley 
Reunion Press, 1980. 
 
Research in Georgia: With a Special Emphasis on the Georgia Department of 
Archives and History. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1980. 
 
The Georgia Black Book: Morbid, Macabre, and Sometimes Disgusting Records 
of Genealogical Value. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1982. 
 
The Pickens County Picture Book. Jasper, GA: Marble Valley Historical Society, 1985. 
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A Guide to Native American (Indian) Research Sources at the Georgia 
Department of Archives and History. Jasper, GA: The Author, 1985. 
 
Encounters on a March Through Georgia in 1779: The Maps and  
Memorandums of Lt. John Wilson, 71st Highlanders. Sylvania, 
GA: Partridge Pond Press, 1986. 
 
Quaker Records in Georgia: Wrightsborough, 1772-1793, Friendsborough, 1775-
1777. Augusta: Augusta Genealogical Society, 1986. 
 
Georgians in the American Revolution: At Kettle Creek (Wilkes County) and 
Burke County. Easley, S.C.: Southern Historical Press, 1986. 
 
Lincoln County Genealogy and History. Statesboro, GA: Magnolia Press, 1987. 
 
The Georgia Black Book II: More Morbid, Macabre, and Sometimes Disgusting 
Records of Genealogical Value. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1987. 
 
A Researcher's Library of Georgia History, Genealogy, and Records Sources. 
Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1987. 
 
Georgia Genealogical Workbook. Atlanta: Georgia Genealogical Society, 1987. 
 
Records of Jasper County, Georgia. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1990. 
 
A Researcher's Library of Georgia II. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1990. 
 
The Families of Hall County, Georgia, 1817-1849. Gainesville, GA: Magnolia Press, 
1991. 
 
The 1833 Land Lottery of Georgia and Other Missing Land Lottery Records. 
Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1991. 
 
History of Montgomery County, Georgia, to 1918. Atlanta: Wolf Publishing Company, 
1992. 

Records of Clarke County, Georgia, 1801-1892. Greenville, S. C.: Southern Historical 
Press, 1993. 

Pickens Past: A Photographic History of Pickens County, Georgia. Atlanta: Wolfe 
Publishing, 1995. 

 Southern Researcher's Notebook: Essays on Research and Records. 
Blountsville, AL: The Author, 1997. 
 
Georgians Past: Special Files of Georgia Settlers and Citizens; Subjects and 
Counties, 1733-1970. Milledgeville, GA: Boyd Publishing, 1997. 
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The Early Settlers of Georgia: List of File Headings of Loose Headright and 
Bounty Land Grant Files in the Georgia Department of Archives and History. 
Milledgeville, GA: Boyd Publishing, 1997. 
 
Cotton, Fire, & Dreams: The Robert Findlay Iron Works and Heavy Industry in 
Macon, Georgia 1839-1912. Macon: Mercer University Press, 1998. Based upon "Cotton, 
Fire, and Dreams: The Robert Findlay Iron Works and Heavy Industry in Macon, Georgia, 
1838-1912." Masters Thesis, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 1996. 
 
A Blountsville Picture Book. Blountsville, AL: Blountsville Historical Society, 1999. 
 
Requiem for a Lost City: Sallie Clayton's Memoirs of Civil War Atlanta and the 
Old South. Macon: Mercer University Press, 1999. This book was quoted extensively in the 
Georgia Public Television series on the American Civil War. 
 
The Supplement to the Wilkes County Papers (1773-1889). Greenville, S. C.: Southern 
Historical Press, 2000. 
 
Georgia Research: A Handbook for Genealogists, Historians, Archivists, 
Lawyers, Librarians, and Other Researchers. Atlanta: Georgia Genealogical Society, 
2001. 
 
Tracing Your Alabama Past. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2002. 
 
Ghosts and Shadows of Andersonville: Essays on the Social Histories of 
America’s Deadliest Prison. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2006. Winner of the Award 
of Merit History (2007) from the American Association of State and Local History. It has 
chapters on Father John William Hamilton, Limber Jim, Ambrose Spencer, O. S. Baker, D. W. 
Vowles, Janie Hunt, and others associated with the history of Andersonville prison. 
 
Early Families of Gilmer County, Georgia, 1834-1943. Gainesville, GA: Magnolia 
Press, 2010. 
 
With Robert M. Calhoon and Timothy M. Barnes. Tory Insurgents: The Loyalist 
Perception and Other Essays. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2010. 
 
Andersonville Civil War Prison. Charleston: The History Press, 2010. 
 
Civil War Atlanta. Charleston: The History Press, 2011. 
 
“1867 Burke County, Georgia, Voter Registration List." Ancestoring 9 (1984): 50-63; 10 
(1985): 38-47. Reprinted as Doris Gunn Smith and Rachel Parkerson, 1867 Reconstruction 
Voter Registers of Burke County Georgia (Waynesboro, GA: Burke County Archives, 
2011). 
 



Robert S. Davis Biography and Bibliography 15 October 2003 

 

Georgia Research: A Handbook for Genealogists, Historians, Archivists, 
Lawyers, Librarians, and Other Researchers Revised and Expanded. Second 
Edition. Atlanta: Georgia Genealogical Society, 2012. 

With Daniel T. Elliott. The Search and Discovery of Captain Robert Carr’s Fort and 
Its Revolutionary War Battlefield Wilkes County, Georgia. LAMAR Institute 
Publication Series, Report Number 189 Savannah: The LAMAR Institute, Inc., 2014. Online at 
http://www.thelamarinstitute.org/images/PDFs/publication_189.pdf  
 
Epic Adventures of the American Civil War: Warriors, Spies, Chases, Banks, and 
Desperados. Lewiston, New York: Edwin Mellen Press, 2024. 

http://www.thelamarinstitute.org/images/PDFs/publication_189.pdf
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 II. ARTICLES IN PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS AND BOOKS OF ESSAYS: 

 

"Letters from St. Paul Parish." Richmond County History 10 (1978): 19-35. 
 
"Georgia History and the American Revolution." Georgia Social Science Journal 10 
(Spring 1979). 
 
"The Loyalist Trials at Ninety Six in 1779." South Carolina Historical Magazine 80 (April 
1979): 172-181. 
 
"The Joseph M. Toomey Collection of Wilkes County Papers." Georgia Archive 8 (1980): 34-
38.* 
 
"The Other Side of the Coin: Georgia Baptists Who Fought For the King." Viewpoints 
Georgia Baptist History 7 (1980): 47-58. On Henry Sharp, George Liele, and the first 
African Baptists in America. 
 
"The British Invasion of Georgia in 1778." Atlanta Historical Journal 24 (1980): 5-26. On 
the British capture of Savannah in 1778. 
 
"Ups and Downs of an Oral History Project: Searching for a North Georgia Inventor of a Flying 
Machine." Proceedings and Papers of the Georgia Association of Historians 2 
(1981): 91-97. On Micajah Clark Dyer, pioneer inventor of aircraft. 
 
"The Invisible Soldiers: The Georgia Militia at the Siege of Savannah." Atlanta Historical 
Journal 25 (1981): 23-66. 
 
"Portrait of a Governor." Atlanta Historical Journal 26 (1982): 45-48. On British 
Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Campbell. 
 
"George Galphin and the Creek Congress of 1777." Proceedings and Papers of the 
Georgia Association of Historians 3 (1982): 13-29. 
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"The Wrightsborough Quakers and the American Revolution." The Southern Friend: 
Journal of the North Carolina Friends Historical Society 4 (1982): 3-16. 
 
"Georgia Joins the American Revolution: British Views of the Battle of the Riceboats." 
Proceedings and Papers of the Georgia Association of Historians 4 (1983): 111-122. 
 
"Lord Montagu's Mission to Charleston in 1781: American POWs for the King's Cause in 
Jamaica." South Carolina Historical Magazine 84 (April 1983): 89-109. 
 
"Col. Dooly's Campaign of 1779." Huntington Library Quarterly 46 (1984): 65-71. 
 
"UFOs as an Exercise in Discretionary Thinking in the Secondary School Classroom." Georgia 
Social Science Journal 15 (3) (1984): 18-21. 
 
"The Last Colonial Enthusiast: Captain William Manson and Revolutionary War Georgia." 
Atlanta Historical Journal 28 (1984): 23-38. 
 
"The Last Chapter of the Gray Fox or the Great White Sulphur Springs Train Robbery and its 
Aftermath." Atlanta Historical Journal 29 (1985): 61-74. On western bank robber Bill 
Miner and his last train robbery. 
 
"New Research Materials on the American Revolution in Georgia." Georgia Historical 
Quarterly 65 (1985): 316-321. 
 
"Thomas Pinckney and the Last Campaign of Horatio Gates." South Carolina Historical 
Magazine 86 (1985): 75-99. 
 
"The Machine Tools of a Southern Iron Founder: Findlay's Steam Engine Manufactory." Tools 
& Technology 4 (1985): 25-28. 
 
"One Man's Civil War: The Curious Adventures of Flem Grieve and the Georgia Reports." 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 49 (1985): 229-232. 
 
"British Engineers as Geographers in Georgia in 1779." Proceedings and Papers of the 
Georgia Association of Historians 6 (1985): 81-86. 
 
"Robert Findlay, Macon Iron Founder." Journal of Southwest Georgia History 3 (1986): 
17-43. 
 
"An Old Map Documents Revolutionary War Sites." Georgia Historical Quarterly 69 
(1986): 518-522. 
 
"The Search for Killicrankie: A Case Study in Researching Georgia's Pre-Grant Colonial Land 
Records." Georgia Historical Quarterly 70 (1986): 111-115. 
 
"Goliad and the Georgia Battalion: Georgia Participation in the Texas Revolution." Journal of 
Southwest Georgia History 4 (1986): 25-55. 
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"Georgia Cities on the Eve of the Civil War: The Insurance Reports of C. C. Hine." Atlanta 
History: A Journal of Georgia and the South 31 (1987): 48-56. 
 
"Arms Manufacturing in the United States on the Eve of the Civil War: An 1860 Report." Tools 
& Technology 7 (1987): 25-31. 
 
"Records of the Western & Atlantic Railroad and Related Historical Resources in Georgia." 
Railroad History no. 158 (1988): 151-155. 
 
"Baptist Historical Research in Secular Georgia Sources." Viewpoints Georgia Baptist 
History 11 (1988): 13-22.  
 
"The First Golden Age of Georgia Industry, 1828-1860." Georgia Historical Quarterly 72 
(1988): 699-711. 
 
"Nathaniel Pendleton and the Attempt to Publish the First Digest of Georgia Laws." 
Proceedings and Papers of the Georgia Association of Historians 9 (1988): 155-160. 
 
"Building a Good Georgia Genealogical Library." Georgia Librarian 26 (1989): 33-36. 
 
"The Steam Engine and the Computer: A Comparison of Technical Revolutions." Tools & 
Technology 8 (1989): 30-31. 
 
"The Many Journeys of the Rev. John Newton and His Diaries, 1781-1790." Viewpoints in 
Georgia Baptist History 12 (1990): 23-29. 
 
"Georgia Ghosts or Where Are They Now? One Researcher's Catalog of Georgia's Missing 
Historical Records." Provenance 8 (1990): 31-51. A list of noted but now missing Georgia 
history records and sources. Online at 
http://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1201&context=provenance  
 
"Sources for Writing a Georgia County History." Georgia Librarian 29 (1993): 91-93. 
 
"'As Good as the French': The Rise and Decline of Georgia's Buhrstone Industry." Georgia 
Historical Quarterly 77 (1993): 560-566. 
 
"Genealogy as Higher Education: The Family and Regional History Program at Wallace State 
College." Mississippi Libraries 57 (1994): 72-74. 
 
"The Curious Civil War Career of James George Brown, Spy." Prologue: The Quarterly of 
the National Archives 26 (1994): 17-31. 
 
"A View of a Golden Era: A White County Mining Community in 1869." Georgia Historical 
Quarterly 78 (1994): 603-614. 
 

http://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1201&context=provenance
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"Memoirs of a Partisan War: Sion Darnell Remembers North Georgia, 1861-1865." Georgia 
Historical Quarterly 80 (1996): 93-116. 
 
"Confederate Machine Toolmaker: John S. Schofield of Macon, Georgia." Tools & 
Technology (Spring 1997): 1-3. 
 
"A Georgia Loyalist's Perspective on the American Revolution: The Letters of Dr. Thomas 
Taylor, 1776-1782." Georgia Historical Quarterly 81 (Spring 1997): 118-138. 
 
"Without Right of Conquest: The Civil War Occupation and Restoration of the Findlay Foundry 
of Macon, Georgia." Prologue: The Quarterly of the National Archives and Records 
Administration 29 (1997): 301-315.  
 
"Cannon Makers of the Confederacy: The Noble Foundry and Its Tools." Tools & 
Technology (Winter 1998): 1-4. 
 
"'Every Crossroads and Farm': General Henry DeLamar Clayton's Civil War Maps of Northwest 
Georgia." Georgia Historical Quarterly 82 (1998): 151-167. 
 
"Richard M. Cuyler's Struggles at the Confederate Arsenal in Macon." The Artilleryman 19 
(4) (1998): 6-11. 
 
"Braxton Bragg's Headquarters on the Eve of the Battle of Lookout Mountain: a Memoir." 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 1 (1998): 159-174. 
 
"Exposing `Secrets Worth Knowing' in the Early Republic: Robert R. Henry's Papers as a 
Problem in Documentary Research." Documentary Editing 20 (1998): 61-67. On Robert R. 
Henry's failed efforts to obtain Archibald Clark's job as a port master in St. Mary’s, Georgia. 
 
"Selective Memories of Civil War Atlanta: The Memoir of Sallie Clayton." Georgia 
Historical Quarterly 82 (1998): 735-750. 
 
"The Honest Man's Friend & Protector of Pickens County, Georgia: Moonshine and Vigilantism 
in Northwest Georgia." Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 2 (1999): 40-56. 
 
"An Antebellum Georgia Textile Factory Orders Northern Machinery." Tools & Technology 
(April 1999): 1-3. 
 
"An American Woman Faces the Gallows: The Campaign to Save Kath-Kate Southern's Neck." 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 2 (December 1999): 150-185. On Pickens 
County murderess Kate Southern or Sothern. 
 
"A Soldier's Story: The Records of Hubbard Pryor, Forty-Fourth United States Colored 
Troops." Prologue: The Quarterly of the National Archives 31 (1999): 266-272. 
 
"George Corn Tassel." Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 1 (June 2000): 72-96. 
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"A Georgian and a New Country: Ebenezer Platt's Imprisonment in Newgate for Treason in 
'The Year of the Hangman,' 1777." Georgia Historical Quarterly 84 (2000): 106-115. 
 
"The Story and Records of the Winter Iron Works." Alabama Review 53 (2000): 199-205. 
 
"Cannon Makers of the Confederacy: The Noble Iron Foundry in Georgia." The 
Artilleryman 22 (3) (Summer 2001): 16-18. 
 
"Two Hundred Years of Acquiring Fifty Years of the Colonial Records of Georgia: A Chapter in 
Failure in Historical Publication." Documentary Editing 23 (2001): 13-17, 23. 
 
"White and Black in Blue: The Recruitment of Federal Units in Civil War North Georgia." 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 85 (2001): 348-374. 
 
"Light and Then Power: Sixty Years of a North Georgia Electric Membership Co-Op." 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 4 (2001): 162-188. 
 
“Georgia's Colonial Rangers." Historical Society of the Georgia National Guard 
Journal 8 (Spring/Summer, 2001): 11-14. 
 
"'The Business of Life': A Case Study of Using Credit Reports in a Community History in 
Pickens County, North Georgia." Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 5 (2002): 
55-82. 
 
"Limber Jim of Andersonville: A Note on Annotation." Documentary Editing 24 
(September 2002): 69-73. 
 
"A Day Captured at Andersonville Prison Camp: The Photographs of Andrew J. Riddle." 
Prologue: The Quarterly of the National Archives 34 (2002): 212-217. 
 
"Post Civil War Northwest Georgia: The Epic Poem of Robert Riley Berry." Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal 5 (2002): 103-111. 
 
"The Georgia Odyssey of the Confederate Gold." Georgia Historical Quarterly 86 (2002): 
569-586. 
 
"Guarding Andersonville: A Story of Georgians and the Civil War." The Historical Society 
of the Georgia National Guard Journal 9 (Fall/Winter 2002/2003): 12-19. 
 
"An Historical Note on ‘The Devil's Advocate’: O. S. Baker and the Henry Wirz/Andersonville 
Military Tribunal." Journal of Southern Legal History 10 (2002): 25-57. 
 
"Blountsville, Alabama: A Case Study in the Use of the R. G. Dun & Company Credit Reports, 
1847-1880." Alabama Review 56 (April 2003): 125-35. 
 
"Escape From Andersonville: A Study in Isolation and Imprisonment." Journal of Military 
History 67 (October 2003): 1065-1082. 
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“Georgia Voyages: The Colonial Career of Captain William Thomson and the Two Brothers.” 
Historical Society of Georgia National Guard Journal 9 (Spring/Summer 2003): 10-
16. 
 
“Change and Remembrance: How Promoting the Kettle Creek Battlefield Went from the Means 
to Becoming the End in Itself.” Journal of the Georgia Association of Historians 24 
(2003): 61-79. 
 
“Yankee Gone South: The Georgia Odyssey of ‘Colonel Spencer of Andersonville.’” Georgia 
Historical Quarterly 88 (Spring 2004): 50-65. 
 
“The Eyes of Chickamauga: General George H. Thomas as a Civil War Spy Master.” 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 5 (July 2004): 73-92. 
 
"The Bizarre History of the Sharp Mountain Baptist Church Revival of 1873." Viewpoints 
Georgia Baptist History 19 (2004): 7-10. 
 
“Into the Wilderness: John Kellogg’s Journey through Civil War North Georgia.” 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 7 (December 2004): 215-232. 
 
“State v. George Tassel: States’ Rights and the Cherokee Court Cases, 1827-1830.” Journal of 
Southern Legal History 12 (2004): 41-72. On the trial of George Corn Tassel in relation to 
the Cherokee cases before the United States Supreme Court. 
 
“The Old Soldier’s Story: Harrison E. Lewis Faces a Murder Charge in Chattanooga, 1931.” 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 8 (July 2005): 57-61. 
 
“The Story of the Georgia Marble Dynasty.” Georgia Historical Quarterly 89 (Fall 2005): 
368-388. 
 
“A Note on Identifying Source Materials.” Documentary Editing 27 (2005): 118-122. 
Review of the problem with the misidentification of memoirs as diaries and related mistakes. 
 
“The Old World in the New South: Entrepreneurial Ventures in the Agricultural History of 
Cullman, Alabama.” Agricultural History 79 (Fall 2005): 439-61. An expanded version of 
this article appears in Robin Sterling, Tales of Old Cullman County, Alabama (Cullman, AL, 
2019), 484-504. 
 
“John Coffee’s Search for the Lost History of the Cherokees.” Chattanooga Regional 
Historical Journal 8 (December 2005): 143-164.* 
 
“Lessons from Kettle Creek: Patriotism and Loyalism at Askance on the Southern Frontier.” 
Journal of Backcountry Studies 1 (1) (May 2006), n. p. (online journal): 
http://www.uncg.edu/~rmcalhoo/jbs/ An expanded version of this article appears in Robert 
M. Calhoon, et al, Tory Insurgents: The Loyalist Perception and Other Essays 
(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2010). 

http://www.uncg.edu/%7Ermcalhoo/jbs/
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“The Mysteries of Tyner, Tennessee.” Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 9 (July 
2006): 33-44. 
 
“A Frontier for Pioneer Revolutionaries: John Dooly and the Beginnings of Popular Democracy 
in Original Wilkes County.” Georgia Historical Quarterly 90 (Fall 2006): 315-349. An 
expanded version of this article appears in Robert M. Calhoon, et al, Tory Insurgents: The 
Loyalist Perception and Other Essays (2nd ed., Columbia: University of South Carolina 
Press, 2010). 
 
“Controversy, Conscience, and Circumstantial Evidence: The Implications of the Bustin 
Murder in Early Georgia.” Journal of Southern Legal History 14 (2006): 101-118. 
 
“’Near Andersonville’: An Historical Note on Civil War Legend and Reality.” Journal of 
African American History 92 (Winter 2007): 96-105. 
 
“William A. Fuller, the Western & Atlantic Railroad, and the Other Great Locomotive Chase.” 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 10 (July 2007): 71-80. 
 
“A Cotton Kingdom Retooled for War: The Macon Arsenal and the Confederate Ordnance 
Establishment.” Georgia Historical Quarterly 91 (Fall 2007): 266-291. 
 
“Escaping Change: The Women Prisoners of Castle Thunder Confederate Prison.” Journal of 
the Georgia Association of Historians 27 (2007-2008): 27-55. 
 
“Hysteria and Literature: Atlanta’s First Execution and its Legendary Ties to Organized Crime.” 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 92 (Fall 2008): 321-339. On the Landrum murder. 
 
“Joe Ritchey of Tennessee: An American Desperado in Legends, Newspapers, and a Federal 
Pension File.” Tennessee Historical Quarterly 69 (Summer 2009): 152-173. 
 
“News Ideas from New Sources: Modern Research in Reconstruction 1865-1876.” Georgia 
Historical Quarterly 93 (Fall 2009): 291-306. 
 
“A Spy’s Story: The Civil War of James George Brown.” Chattanooga Regional Historical 
Journal 12 (2) (Winter 2009): 19-68. 
 
“William Bartram, Wrightsborough, and the Prospects for the Georgia Backcountry, 1765-
1774.” Pp. 15-32 in Kathryn E. Holland Braund and Charlotte M. Potter, eds. Fields of 
Vision: Essays on the Travels of William Bartram. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama 
Press, 2010. 
 
“Children of Dissent and Revolution: Joseph Maddock and the Wrightsborough, Georgia, 
Quaker Community.” Quaker History 99 (Spring 2010): 1-14. 
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“Wheels Within Wheels: Slavery and the Framework of the Social History of Eighteenth 
Century, Georgia.” Journal of Backcountry Studies 5 (Summer 2010). Online journal:  
http://library.uncg.edu/ejournals/backcountry/Vol5No1/Davis.pdf* 
 
“Portrait of a Gunfighter: The Hunt for Joe Ritchie in Legend and Truth.” Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal 13 (2) (Winter 2010): 19-68. 
 
“War on the Edge: Civil War Era Politics and Its Legacy in an Appalachian County.” Pp. 1-18 of 
John D. Fowler and David B. Parker, eds., Breaking the Heartland: The Civil War in 
Georgia. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2011. On the Civil War in Pickens County, Georgia. 
 
“To Go Out in Small-boats: An Overview of Confederate and Federal Coastal and Riverine 
Operations During the Civil War.” Journal of the Georgia Association of Historians 30 
(2011): 182-223. 
 
“A Story of Two Soldiers: Colonel Lewis Johnson and Private Hubbard Pryor of the Forty-
Fourth United States Colored Troops in Chattanooga, Dalton, and Nashville.” Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal 15 (Winter, 2012): 7-24. 
 
“Free but Not Freed: Stephen Deane’s African Family in Georgia.” Georgia Historical 
Quarterly 48 (Spring 2013): 61-72. On Irish Captain Stephen Deane, his partner in the 
African slave trade Fenda Lawrence, their mixed-race children, and Lebanon plantation in 
Revolutionary War Georgia. 
 
“A Review of ‘Preserving Local Writers, Genealogy, Photographs, Newspapers, and Related 
Materials.’” Journal of Archival Organizations 11 (Summer 2013): 232-233. 
 
“George Washington Lee and the Civil War.” Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 
16 (2) (January 2013): 46-101, and 18 (1) (June 2015): 58-107. For George Washington Lee, 
Confederate Provost Marshal of Atlanta, also see Robert S. Davis, “Saving the South from 
Itself: George W. Lee and Internal Conflict in Civil War Atlanta” at 
http://www.mhmitchell.org/projects/ColGWLee/GeorgeWLee-MHM.pdf 
 
“Richard Oswald as ‘An American’: How a Frontier South Carolina Plantation Identifies the 
Anonymous Author of American Husbandry and a Forgotten Founder of the United States.” 
Journal of Backcountry Studies 9 (Spring 2014): 19-31.* Online journal: 
http://www.partnershipsjournal.org/index.php/jbc/article/view/935/579  or 
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/234819584.pdf Concerning John Lewis Gervais and Henry 
Laurens of South Carolina and Scottish entrepreneur Richard Oswald. 
 
“Building the Empire State of the South From Frontier to the Civil War: A Review Essay of 
Cultivating Race.” Journal of Backcountry Studies 9 (Spring 2014). Online journal: 
http://www.partnershipsjournal.org/index.php/jbc/article/view/919/583  
 

http://library.uncg.edu/ejournals/backcountry/Vol5No1/Davis.pdf
http://www.mhmitchell.org/projects/ColGWLee/GeorgeWLee-MHM.pdf
http://www.partnershipsjournal.org/index.php/jbc/article/view/935/579
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/234819584.pdf
http://www.partnershipsjournal.org/index.php/jbc/article/view/919/583
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“The Secrets of the Author of American Husbandry: a South Carolina Plantation and a Two-
Century-Old Literary Mystery of the Revolutionary War Era.” The Proceedings of The 
South Carolina Historical Association (2015): 45-59.* Winner of the South Carolina 
Historical Association’s 2015 Daniel Hollis Award for best article in its journal in the 
previous three years. The article deals with anonymous letters of John Lewis Gervais proving 
that Richard Oswald compiled the anonymous book American Husbandry. 
 
“John Gatewood and His Fiefdom in Cherokee County, Alabama.” Chattanooga Regional 
Historical Journal 18 (2) (January 2015): 25-32. 
 
 “Sophia Sawyer’s Letters From Brainerd Mission and the Cherokee Nation.” Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal 18 (1) (June 2015): 14-22. 
 
“Austin Dabney: The Secret History of an African American Patriot.” Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal 18 (1) (June 2015): 48-57. 
 
“Landscape for a Disaster: The People Who Lived Around the Brier Creek Battlefield, March 3, 
1779.” Appendix A, np, in Daniel E. Battle, America Loses a Star and a Stripe: The 
Revolutionary War Battle of Brier Creek (9SN254), Screven County, Georgia 
Metal Detector Survey, Burial Search, and Extensive Archival Search (Beaufort, 
SC, 2015). 
 
“The Rock House of Thomson, Georgia: A Structure without a Documented Past Or a 
Community’s Early History in Need of a Home?” Augusta Richmond County History 
47 (Spring 2016): 14-23. 
  
“The Forgotten War: U. S. Military Academy Graduates in the War in the Mexican-American 
War.” Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 19 (1) (June 2015): 61-72. 
 
“The Lost History of an Allred Family of North Georgia.”  Chattanooga Regional 
Historical Journal 19 (2) (January 2015): 45-64. 
 
“Civil War in the Midst of Revolution: Community Divisions and the Battle of Briar Creek, 
1779.” Georgia Historical Quarterly 100 (Summer, 2016): 136-159.  
 
"The Salzburgers' War: The American Revolution in Ebenezer, Georgia."  Journal of the 
Georgia Association of Historians 33 (2017): 62-83. 
 
“Austin Dabney’s Battle: Augusta’s Connection to An African American Hero of the 
Revolution.” Augusta Richmond County History 48 (2) (Fall 2017): 9-24. 
 
"1778: Loyalism and the Failure of the British Military in the Southern Colonies." 
Proceedings of The South Carolina Historical Association (2018):  65-78. On the 
1778 march to British Florida by the Loyalist group called the Scopholites or Scoffolites. 
 



Robert S. Davis Biography and Bibliography 15 October 2003 

 

“Finding Lives before Emancipation in Civil War Records: Some former Masters of the 44th 
USCT Regiment.” Journal of Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society 34 
(Winter 2017): 30-36. 
 
"Augusta in the Center: The Revolutionary War Battles of Kettle Creek and Shell Bluff.” 
Augusta Richmond County History 49 (1) (Spring 2018): 17-29. 
 
"Free But Not Free: Finding the Stories of Non-Enslaved African Americans in Early Georgia." 
Journal of Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society 35 (Winter 2018): 
13-15. 
 
"'The Best Lands, Wealthiest Merchants, and Planters in the State of Alabama': A. R. Moen 
Sells Axes in North Alabama in 1831." The Alabama Review 72 (July 2019): 229-235. 
 
“Ambitions, Laughter, Litigation, and Murder: The Legacy of John Dooly’s Egypt 
Plantation.” Augusta Richmond County History 50 (2) (Fall 2019): 8-32. 
 
“Three Visits to Huntsville Before the Civil War.” Huntsville Historical Review 44 (Fall-
Winter 2019): 41-50. 
 
"Mysterious and Unexplained All Around Us: The Hopewell Indian Ruins." Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal 22 (2) (Winter 2019): 70-73. 
 
“The Other Secrets in Historical Books and Documents.” Manuscripts 73 (Winter 2021): 41-
52. 
 
“The Strange Credit Report (1851-1860) of Thomas J. Latimer of Chattanooga.” Tennessee 
Historical Quarterly 80 (Winter 2021): 312-315, 
 
“The Bizarre Sharp Mountain Revival of 1873.” Chattanooga Regional Historical 
Journal 24 (2) (Winter 2022): 44-51. 
 
“Hattie Barnett: Atlanta’s First Woman Detective Began Her Career in Chattanooga.” 
Chattanooga Regional Historical Journal 24 (2) (Winter 2022): 52-67.* 
 
“The History of a Place: The Past of Belle Island.” Augusta Richmond County History 53 
(1) (Spring 2022): 29-34. 
 
“Counting to Find Black Patriots.” Journal of the Afro-American Historical and 
Genealogical Society 39 (Winter, 2023): 32-42. 
 
“The Secret Author of American Husbandry and the Forgotten Founding Father of the United 
States.” Manuscripts 75 (Spring 2023): 89-99.* 
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“A Mystery Resolved? Historical Secrets of a Colonial Plantation Near Augusta.” Augusta 
History 54 (1) (Spring 2023): 11-17. 
 

“American Prisoners & Britain’s War in the Caribbean.” Journal for British Military 
History. 9 (1) (2023): 156-171. 

 
“On the Case With Hattie Barnett: The Life and Times of Atlanta’s First Woman Detective.” 
Georgia Historical Quarterly 107 (Summer, 2023): 192-217.* 

“Finding the Hidden Legacies of African American (and Other) Families.” Genealogy 2023, 7 
(3) (2024): 46: https://doi.org/10.3390/genealogy7030046 
 

“Augusta Brings Light to the Deep South, 1854-1879.” Augusta History 55 (1) (Spring 
2024): 4-12. On the development of gas works across the South. 

 
“Out of Darkness: Holly Springs Has Gaslight, 1860-1898.” The West Tennessee 
Historical Society Papers. 77 (2023): 1-15. 

 
“The Story of a Ghost Town: Baltimore on the Mulberry Fork.” Huntsville Historical 
Review 49 (Fall-Winter, 2024): 25-32. 
 

“Elijah Clark and the Revolutionary American Frontier.” Journal of the American 
Revolution. March 18, 2025. online: https://allthingsliberty.com/2025/03/elijah-clark-and-
the-revolutionary-american-frontier/ 

 

“Saving Kettle Creek Battlefield.” Augusta History 56 (1) (Spring 2025): 15-24. 

 

“The Manuscripts I [would have] Love[d] [if I could find them]: Memoirs of a Manuscript 
Hunter.” Manuscripts. 77 (3) (Summer 2025): 173-188. 
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 III. HISTORICAL RESEARCH ARTICLES IN  

GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY JOURNALS\NEWSLETTERS: 

 

"Revised Land Lottery Qualifications." Georgia Genealogical Magazine nos. 77-8 (1980): 
207-216. 
 
"Scots-Irish Origins and Migrations." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 
(1981): 173-79. Reprinted in Wessie Connell, editor, Grady County Gleanings: A 
Community's Memories of a People at the Crossroads of a Place (Cairo: 
Roddenberry Memorial Library, 1987), pp. xiv-xvii. 
 
"Cherokees Remembered." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 13 (1) (1981): 42-48. 
 
"The Secret of Fort Mountain." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 13 (2) (1981): 25-26. 
 
"The Settlement at the Head of the French Broad River or the Bizarre Story of the First Walton 
County, Georgia." North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal 7 (1981): 62-74. 
Reprinted in the book Transylvania Beginnings: A History, ed. Mary Jane McCrary 
(1984), pp. 106-121. 
 
"Commemorative Issues of Georgia Newspapers." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 18 (1982): 84-85. 
 
"The Georgia Provincial Rangers." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 18 (1982): 
139-151. 
 
"The Other Leon Hollingsworth Collections." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
21 (1985): 136-143. 
 
"The Cherokee Village at Long Swamp." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 14 (1) (1982): 34-38. Reprinted in Charles O. Walker, 
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Cherokee Footprints (Jasper, GA: The Author, 1988), vol. 1, pp. 3-7 and North Georgia 
Journal 4 (3) (1987): 36-40. 
 
"Taking the 1820 Census of Hall County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 14 (2) (1982): 12-13. 
 
"Sources for Writing County Histories." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 15 (1983): (1) 26-29; (3) 31-35. 
 
"Georgia's Courthouse Fires & Misc. Did You Know." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 
89 (1983): 201-203. 
 
"Volcano in Georgia." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 15 (2) (1983): 27. 
 
"Diamonds and Diamond Mining in Hall County, Georgia." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 15 (2) (1983): 24-25. 
 
"Pickens County in the Civil War." North Georgia Journal 1 (2) (1984): 31-37. 
 
“Some County Records in Georgia Missed by Previous Microfilming Projects." Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 (1986): 164-165. 
 
"Names in Passing." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 20 (1984): 244. 
 
"Researching Your Civil War Soldier at the Georgia Department of Archives and History." 
Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (1985): 169-176. 
 
"Yankee Soldier Has Civil War Adventure in Pickens County." North Georgia Journal 2 (1) 
(1985): 30-31. 
 
"The Vanishing Georgia Project." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 97 (1985): 221-222. 
 
"Dear Brother and Seister." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 17 (1985): inside back cover. 
 
"A Hymn from the Revolution." Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine 119 
(5) (1985): 368-369. On original hymns compiled in Revolutionary War Wilkes County by 
James Stallings. 
 
"I Never Killed But Six in All." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 17 (2) (1985): 32-33. On an anonymous railroad engineer’s career on the 
Western & Atlantic Railroad. 
 
"Research in the Georgia Land Records." Heritage Quest. 1 (1) (1985): 4-8. 
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"Notes on County Records in Georgia." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 96 (1985): 
146-152. 
 
"Georgia Research." Genealogy Tomorrow 2 (6) (1985): 3, 13-6. 
 
"'Indiana Jones' Davis and the Sawmill of Doom." Georgia Association of Historians 
Newsletter. 11 (1985) (3): 12-13. Exploration of the ruins of a sawmill on the Suwanee River 
in Florida. See the “Treasure of Little Turkey Island” below. 
 
"Rome 1859, An Insurance Report." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly. 18 (1986): 23-24. 
 
"Doing Your Research in Georgia Records." Heritage Quest 2 (5) (1986): 40-45. 
 
"DAR Lineage Papers at the Georgia Archives." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 101 
(1986): 249-252. 
 
"Gilmer's Sketches of Georgians." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly. 22 (1986): 
231. Contemporary review of George R. Gilmer’s autobiography. 
 
"Where the People of Georgia Go." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly. 22 (1986): 
150. 
 
"The Treasure of Little Turkey Island." Engineers and Engines  33 (4) (1987): 25-30. On an 
1852 Georgia steam engine built by Robert Findlay of Macon and recovered from a Florida 
swamp in the Suwanee River by Hitup Maddox of Cartersville. 
 
"Plat Doodlings: Folk Art and Illustrated History." North Georgia Journal 3 (6-7) (1986): 
74-79. On tableaus, ornaments, and cartoons drawn on plats by early Georgia surveyors. 
 
"Portrait of a Train Robber: The Legend of Bill Miner." North Georgia Journal 4 (2) 
(1987): 11-17. 
 
"Taking the Federal Census." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 19 (1987): 15. 
 
"The Secret of Blood Mountain." Mountain Relic 2 (1981): 11-14. Reprinted in Ted Oliver, 
ed.,  Sketches of Union County History III (1987), pp. 9-10. 
 
"The Night Riders of Pickens County, 1889." North Georgia Journal 4 (2) (1987): 22-24. 
On the Pickens County whitecap moonshine vigilantes, the Honest Man’s Friend & Protector. 
 
"North Georgia Travels of Explorer Charles Lanman, 1848." North Georgia Journal 4 (2) 
(1987): 25-34. 
 
"Just Where Was the Mackay House?" Ancestoring XII (1987): 67-70. 
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"New Sources for Research at the Georgia Archives." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 23 (1987): 175-178. 
 
"Fort and Blood Mountains: Secrets of the North Georgia Indians." North Georgia Journal 
4 (4) (1987): 33-37. 
 
"Settlement of North Georgia: Greed and Speculation." North Georgia Journal 4 (4) 
(1987): 38-40. On John Hamlin Newton of Athens and his mysterious cabin in Pickens County. 
 
"Research in Georgia's Land Lottery Records, 1805-1846." Ancestry Newsletter 6 (1) 
(1988): 1-3.  
 
"Where Was It?" Tools & Technology 8 (1988): 14. On a New York iron foundry. 
 
"William Longstreet's Patent for a Steam Engine, 1788." The Stationary Steam Engine 
Society Newsletter 3 (January 1988): 14-15. 
 
"Indians of Pickens County." North Georgia Journal 3 (6-7) (1986): 36-38. Reprinted in 
Charles O. Walker, Cherokee Footprints (Jasper, GA: The Author, 1988), vol. 1,  pp. 1-3. 
 
"Traces of a Vanished Empire: The Bartow County Kingdom Called Etowah." North Georgia 
Journal 5 (1) (1988): 31-34. 
 
"The 'Evangelist of the Rails' Confronts Stephens County's Valley of Death: 1910 Wreck of the 
Southern Crescent Limited." North Georgia Journal 5 (1988): 11-14. 
 
"Forgotten Union Guerrilla Fighters from the North Georgia Mountains." North Georgia 
Journal 5 (2) (1988): 30-40. 
 
"Murray County Mystery: Carter's Quarters and the John Martin House." North Georgia 
Journal 5 (3) (1988): 27-33. 
 
"How Talking Rock Was Named." North Georgia Journal 5 (2) (1988): 18-19. 
 
“My Favorite Tricks in Georgia Genealogy.” Heritage Quest Magazine no. 19 
(November/December 1988): 62-63, 68. On the Wheeler family of Hall County. 
 
"The Blue & Gray Return to Chickamauga, 1988." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (1) (1989): 20-21. 
 
"My Ancestor Fought at Shiloh and I Don't Care: Other Uses For Civil War Records in 
Research." Genealogy Digest 19 (1989) (4): 21-24. 
 
"The South and the Civil War: Another View." In Hell or Glory 1 (1989) (1): 14, 18. 
 
"A Night of Terror in Pickens County: The Whitestone Flood of 1938." North Georgia 
Journal 6 (2) (1989): 34-36. 



Robert S. Davis Biography and Bibliography 15 October 2003 

 

 
"The Lawrenceville Manufacturing Company." The Heritage: A Quarterly Publication of 
the Gwinnett Historical Society (2) (1989): 37-39. 
 
"The North Georgia Moonshine War, 1876-1877." North Georgia Journal 6 (3) (1989): 41-
46. 
 
"Memories of a Mountain Lockup: The Old Pickens County Jail." North Georgia Journal 6 
(3) (1989): 47-50. 
 
"A Checklist for Using the Georgia Department of Archives and History." Heritage Quest no. 
24 (1989): 52-53. 
 
"Georgian Bluecoats." Past Times (1989) p. 64. 

 
"Supplement to Indian Guide." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 25 (1989): 172-
173. 
 
"Murder in Pickens County: The Fatal Dance." The North Georgia Journal 6 (1) (1989): 
27-35. on Kate Southern’s/Sothern’s murder of Narcissa Fowler in 1876. 
 
"Where are the Records of the Fourteenth Colony, British East Florida?" Heritage Quest no. 
22 (1989): 15, 19. 
 
"Freedmen's Bureau and Other Reconstruction Sources for Research in African-American 
Families, 1865-1874." Journal of the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical 
Society 9 (Summer 1989): 171-176. 
 
"Dead Towns and Forgotten Post Offices." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (3) (1989) 28-29. 
 
"The New Georgia Loyalist Claims Microfilm." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
25 (1989): 213-220. 
 
"The Missing Census Records Your Mother Never Told You About." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 25 (1989): 247-248. 
 
"Georgia Civil War Research Update." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 25 
(1989): 252-254. 
 
"Tracing the Activities of a Georgia Civil War Unit." Georgia Genealogical Magazine 29 
(1989): 89-94. 
 
"Finding a Lost Georgia Town, Community, or Post Office." Heritage Quest no. 25 (1989): 
71-72. 
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"Pickens County Mysteries: A Place Called Alice." North Georgia Journal 6 (4) (1989): 39-
43. 
 
"The Cherokees Among Us." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 21 (4) (1990): 32-33. 
 
"Mysteries of the Mountains: Explorer Margaret Perryman and Traces of a Lost Culture." The 
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The Historians Magazine Edition 17: A History of Empire (February 2024), 32. On the 
20,000 acres granted to Admiral Comte d’Estaing near today’s Athens, Georgia. 
 
“Fighting in the Shadowlands: Loyalist Colonel Thomas Waters and the Southern Strategy.” 
Journal of the American Revolution. June 11, 2024: 
https://allthingsliberty.com/2024/06/fighting-in-the-shadowlands-loyalist-colonel-thomas-
waters-and-the-southern-strategy  

https://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/category/enews/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/category/enews/
https://allthingsliberty.com/2023/08/black-soldiers-of-liberty/
https://allthingsliberty.com/2023/08/black-soldiers-of-liberty/
https://allthingsliberty.com/2024/06/fighting-in-the-shadowlands-loyalist-colonel-thomas-waters-and-the-southern-strategy
https://allthingsliberty.com/2024/06/fighting-in-the-shadowlands-loyalist-colonel-thomas-waters-and-the-southern-strategy
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“Fortunes, Frauds and Mistaken Ideas in Genealogy: Sorting Facts from Fiction and Truth 
from Folklore in Genealogy.” Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. Magazine 56 
(Spring/Summer, 2024): 28-33. 
 
“European Settlements in North Georgia and the American Revolution.” Chattanooga 
Regional Historical Journal. 27 (2) (Winter 2024): 14-19. 
 
“The Draper Collection: Frontier Research in the Revolutionary War.” Ansearchin’ News 72 
(Summer 2025): 90-93. 
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                                                                 IV. OTHER: 

 

Articles on Elijah Clark, Grace G. Davidson, John Dooly, John Mitchell Dooly, William H. Dumont, 
William Jasper, and George Liele in the Dictionary of Georgia Biography (Athens: 
University of Georgia Press, 1983). 

 
Some fifty articles for Richard L. Blanco, ed.,  The American Revolution 1775-1783: An 
Encyclopedia (New York: Garland Publishing, 1993). 
 
Articles on St. George Parish and Burke County in the American Revolution, Bicentennial 
Supplement, True Citizen, Waynesboro, GA, 30 June 1976. 
 
Articles on John Dooly and Kettle Creek in Georgia Bicentennial Minutes, ed. Ray C. 
Rensi (1976). 
 
"Questions & Answers," a column on Georgia research in Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly beginning vol. 20 (1984), no. 4. Many of these columns are included on the 
Georgia Genealogical Society’s website as “The Past is Prologue.” 
 
Introduction and some tax lists in the five volumes of indexes to Georgia tax lists published by 
the R.J. Taylor Jr. Foundation through the Reprint Company. 
 
Research contributor to the made for the movie The Alamo: Thirteen Days to Glory (1987) 
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Introduction to Charles O. Walker, Cherokee Footprints (Jasper, GA: The Author, 1988), 
vol. 1. 
 
Articles reprinted in A North Georgia Journal of History (4 vols. to date, Woodstock, 
GA: Legacy Communications, 1991- ). 
 
"Northwest Georgia Genealogy," a column on Georgia research in Northwest Georgia 
Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly. 
 
Introduction to the publication of the 1870 Georgia census index by Precision Indexing. 
 
The Georgia chapter of the 1992 edition of Ancestry's Redbook and the Alabama and 
Georgia chapters of the 2004 edition. 
 
Many of the chapters are in volume four of Emmett Lucas, Some Georgia County Records 
(1992), and later volumes of the same series. 
 
Videos on using the census and beginning genealogy for the Birmingham Public Library. 
Several articles contributed to The Heritage of Pickens County, Heritage of Hall 
County, and similar works. 
 
Several articles were reprinted, without credit given, in Moonshine, Murder & Mayhem 
in Georgia (2003) and We Shall Die Together: Turmoil, Tragedy & Triumph in 
Georgia (2011). 
 
Zoom presentations on various genealogical and historical topics on YouTube by various 
organizations, 2018- 
 
Various articles in the Internet New Georgia Encyclopedia, including some published in 
John C. Inscoe, ed., The Civil War in Georgia: a New Georgia Encyclopedia 
Companion (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2011). 
 
“Austin Dabney” in Dictionary of African American National Biography (2013), vol. 
3: 407-408 
 
“William Jasper” in Walter Edgar, The South Carolina Encyclopedia (Columbia: 
University of South Carolina Press, 2006), 494, and 101 People and Places that Shaped 
the American Revolution in South Carolina (Columbia, SC: University of South 
Carolina Press, 2021),  70-71. 
 
“John Dooly” in American National Biography. 
 
Brad Meltzer’s Decoded television show on the History Channel, interviewed on the fate of 
Confederate gold. Appearances on documentaries Blood and Glory: The Civil War in 
Color and Deadly Women (“Girl on Girl” episode); Cullman County Before John 
Cullmann program for Cullman cable network 
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Book reviews in the Journal of Southern History, Georgia Historical Quarterly, 
North Carolina Historical Review, South Carolina Historical Magazine, 
Harvard Business History Review, Gulf States Historical Review, Technology & 
Culture, The Historian, Journal of African American History, and others. 
 
“The Record Speaks,” column in Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. Magazine. 
 
Articles on the battle of Kettle Creek, John Dooly, Austin Dabney, and Robert Carr’s fort in the 
online publications of the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association, including in the Battlefield 
Dispatch. 
 
Reviews of more than 120 books for the online The New York Journal of Books. 
 
Articles on African American Patriots, Elias W. Allred, American Husbandry (1775);  Atlanta 
Rolling Mill, Atlanta slave market, Attorney Orrin Smith Baker, Baltimore (Alabama), Black 
patriots, Blountsville area Confederate treasure, James G. Brown, Hattie Barnett, ivil War 
secrets, Henry D. Clayton Civil War Maps, the African American Colony of Cullman County, 
Columbus Georgia history tour, Robert A. Crawford, Crazy Jack of Andersonville (William 
Newby), Austin Dabney, Thomas Davis, d’Estaing lands, Duke’s Creek mystery, gas lighting in 
the Old South, William A. Fuller’s other great locomotive chase, Honest Man’s Friend and 
Protector (John M. Allred), Hopewell Indian rock formations, David Ingram, Kettle Creek 
Battlefield, George Washington Lee, macon Arsenal, Lord Montagu’s recruitment of American 
POWs for the King’s army, Ephraim Ponder house in Atlanta, Richmond banks gold, Thomas 
Sims, Joe Ritchie, the Southern Strategy of the American Revolution, Streight’s Raid, George 
Thomas as spymaster/with man found hanging at Vining’s Station, George W. Lee’s campaign 
against the Unionists, and Thomas Waters/Hammond’s Store/Georgia Parole in Blue and 
Gray Dispatch. 
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 V. PROFESSIONAL PAPERS PRESENTED: 

 

Loyalist Georgia Baptists, Georgia Baptist Historical Society, 1979, Savannah. 
 
British Invasion of Georgia, Georgia Studies Symposium, 1980, Atlanta. 
 
Interface '80 Conference, 1980, Atlanta. 
 
Clark Dyer and His Flying Machine, Georgia Association of Historians, 1980. 
 
Speaking Southern, Georgia History: a Community Approach, 1981, Atlanta Public Library. 
 
George Galphin in 1777, Georgia association of Historians, 1982, Augusta. 
 
Interface '83 Conference, 1983, Atlanta. 
 
Colonial Records of Georgia, Fort Augusta Conference, 1983, Augusta. Introduction on the 
need for a new colonial records publication. 
 
Interface '84 Conference, 1984, Atlanta. 
 
Interface '85 Conference, 1985, Atlanta. 
 
Robert R. Henry and political activism in the early republic, Georgia Association of Historians, 
1987, Milledgeville. 
 
Researching Colonial Records and the Diaries of Rev. John Newton, Georgia Baptist Historical 
Society, 1988, Jasper. 
 
Georgia Research, Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research, Samford University, 1988. 
 
Kettle Creek Battlefield, Georgia Association of Historians, 1988, Atlanta. 
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Various lectures, National Genealogical Society, 1989, Biloxi. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
Amicalola Electrical Co-op, Appalachian Studies Symposium, 1990, Unicoi. 
 
Georgia Research, Southeastern Archives and Records Conference, 1990, Savannah. 
 
Georgia Buhr Stones, Society for Industrial Archaeology, Philadelphia, 1990. 
 
National Genealogical Society, Alexandria, 1990. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
National Genealogical Society, Jacksonville, 1992. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
The Americans Discover Columbus and the New World, International Columbus Symposium, 
Atlanta, 1992. 
 
James George Brown, Civil War Spy, Birmingham Civil War Round Table, 1997. 
 
Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference, Dallas, 1997. (Tapes made of lectures.) 
 
Captain William Thomson and his ship the Two Brothers, Southeastern American Society for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies, Savannah, 2000. 
 
Shallow Water Warfare in the Civil War, Birmingham Civil War Round Table, 2002. 
 
Alabama Research, Genealogical Institute of Texas, Dallas, 2002. 
 
George Washington Lee, Huntsville Civil War Round table, 2003. 
 
New Views of the Loyalists of Kettle Creek, Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies,  Columbia, 2003. 
 
James G. Brown, Civil War Spy, Chattanooga Civil War Round Table, 2003. 
Georgia Association of Historians, 2003. 
 
Kettle Creek Battlefield Commemoration, Washington, Georgia, 2004. 
 
Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Savannah, 2004. 
 
Georgia Association of Historians, Kennesaw, 2004. 
 
Cullman County, Alabama Historical Association, Vestavia Hills, 2004. 
 
Georgia Research, Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research, Samford University, 
2005. 
 
William Bartram and Wrightsborough, Bartram Trail Society, Wrightsboro, 2005. 
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The American Revolution as Revolution, Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, 1750-1850, 
Atlanta, 2006. 
 
Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, 1750-1850, Arlington, Va., 2007. 
 
George Washington Lee, Huntsville Civil War Round Table, Alabama 2007. 
 
Shallow Water Warfare, Huntsville Civil War Round Table, Alabama 2008. 
 
George Washington Lee, Middle Tennessee Civil War Round Table, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
2008. 
 
The Scopholites March to Florida, Loyalism and the Revolutionary Atlantic World,  Augusta, 
Maine, 2009. 
 
George Washington Lee, Birmingham Civil War Roundtable, Alabama, 2010. 
 
Slavery and Freedmen in Colonial Georgia, Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies, Johnson City, Tennessee,  2010. 
 
Colonial Research, State meeting of the Dames and Barons of the Magna Charta, Montgomery, 
Alabama, 2010. 
 
Shallow Water Warfare in the Civil War, Georgia Association of Historians, Savannah,  
2011. 
 
BATL Presentation on Civil War Atlanta filmed by C-Span for the History Channel, Cyclorama, 
Atlanta, 2011. 
 
Talk on the book Loyalist Perspectives, St. George Tucker Society, Augusta, 2011. 
 
Ebenezer in the American Revolution, Georgia Salzburger Society, Ebenezer, 2011. 
 
Research in Georgia, Family History Expo,  Duluth, Georgia, 2011. 
 
Kettle Creek and the American Revolution on the Frontier, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, 
University of Georgia, 2012 
 
Thomas Davis: a Counterfeiter in Alabama and the Early Republic, Alabama Association of 
Historians, Montevallo, 2012 
 
Various papers, Federation of Genealogical Societies, Birmingham, 2012.  
 
Robert Carr’s fort and the American Revolution on the Frontier, Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute, University of Georgia, 2014. 
Tribute to Dr. Robert M. Calhoon, Ulster American Historical Symposium, University of 
Georgia, 2014 
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Running a Genealogy Collection, AEA Summer Leadership Conference, Wallace State College, 
Hanceville, AL 2014 
 
Richard Oswald and American Husbandry, Southern Studies Symposium, Edgefield, South 
Carolina, 2014 
 
Robert Carr’s fort and Kettle Creek, Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution, 
Washington, Georgia. 2014. 
 
Genealogy Through the Ages Conference, University of West Alabama, October 2, 2015. 
 
The People of Briar Creek, Georgia American Revolution Preservation Alliance Meeting, 
Ebenezer, Georgia,  2016. 
 
The Secret Racial Literary History of George R. Gilmer’s Account of the Life of Georgia’s Black 
Revolutionary War Hero, Austin Dabney, Georgia Association of Historians, Rome, Georgia, 
2016. 
 
Finding Community in Revolutionary War Georgia, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, 
University of Georgia, 2016. 
 
Thomas Davis, counterfeiter in the Early Republic, Organization for the Study of Southern 
Economy, Culture, and Society, Huntsville, Alabama, 2016. 
 
American Husbandry and American Revolution, South Atlantic Modern Language 
Association, Jacksonville, Florida, March 2016. 
 
Van Creek Revolutionary War Battlefield Commemoration, Elberton, Georgia, December 2016. 
 
John Coffee and the Lost History of the Cherokees, Southeastern American Society for 
Eighteenth Century Studies, Montgomery, Alabama, March 3, 2017. 
 
Archives in Museums, Alabama Museum Association, Wallace State, Hanceville, March 6, 
2017. 
 
1778: British Military Failure in the South, South Carolina Historical Association, Greenville, 
South Carolina, March 11, 2017. 
 
The Winter Soldiers: The Men who fought at Kettle Creek and Shell Bluff Community, Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, Washington, GA, 2017 
 
Rewriting History or why I gave up on Textbooks, Alabama Community College Association 
Meeting, Montgomery, Alabama, November 20, 2017 
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Escaping History: The Saga of Fugitive Slave Tom Sims, Georgia Association of Historians 
Meeting, Macon, February 17, 2018. 
 
Images of Ideals: Two Slavery Oriented Photographs from Civil War Atlanta, Georgia 
Association of Historians Meeting, Columbus, February 3, 2019. 
 
The Leesburg, Egypt, Fort Dooly plantation, Elijah Clark State Park, February 9, 2019. 
 
Land, Laughter, Litigation, and Murder: The Savannah River Egypt Plantation from Colonial 
Years to the Early Republic, South Carolina Historical Association, Aiken, South Carolina, 
March 9, 2019. 
 
The Great Failure: Robert A. Crawford’s Entrepreneurial Adventures in Civil War Era Georgia, 
Georgia Association of Historians, Augusta, 2020. 
 
Hattie Barnett, Atlanta’s First Woman Detective, Georgia Association of Historians, Athens, 
2022.* 
 
The Southern Strategy of the American Revolution, South Carolina Historical Association, 
Newberry, South Carolina, 2023. 
 
Bound by Blood: The Comte d’Estaing Land Grants and French Designs on Georgia Lands, 
1784-1794, Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies, Furman University, 
March 2024. 
 
Keeping a Hand In: Staying Active in 18th-Century Studies beyond the Walls of the Academy. 
Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies, Savannah, January 2025 
 
The Haitian Soldiers at the Siege of Savannah, Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth 
Century Studies, Savannah, January 2025. 
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 VI. MAPS: 

 

The Creation of Georgia Counties. Easley, S. C.: Southern Historical Press, 1986. 

 

Historical Tour of Pickens County 1805-1986. Jasper, GA: Marble Valley Historical 
Society, 1986. 
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        VII. GENEALOGICAL ABSTRACTS,  LISTS,  AND OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 
"List of Prisoners, Ninety Six Jail, 1779." South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research 5 (1977): 195-98. 
 
"New List of Revolutionary Soldiers Who Fought at Kettle Creek." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 67 (1978): 41-46. 
 
"Captain Edward Barnard and the Ceded Lands Rangers." Georgia Pioneers 15 (1978): 20-
22. 
 
"Revolution--Index of Georgia Officers & Men of Continental Line." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 70 (1978): 283-87. 
 
"Georgia Officer Index to W.T.R. Saffell's Records of the Revolutionary War." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 73 (1979): 212. 
 
"Georgia County Records Files in the Telamon Cuyler Collection." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 73 (1979): 213-18. 
 
"Georgia Murderers, Murders, and Murder Victims." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 15 (1979): 103-15. 
 
"Death Dates of Revolutionary War Pensioners in the South." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 16 (1980): 239-44. 
 
"Lost Colonial Georgia Plats." Georgia Genealogical Magazine nos. 75-76 (1980): 78-82. 
 



Robert S. Davis Biography and Bibliography 15 October 2003 

 

"The Original Settlers." Mountain Relic 1 (1980): 31-34. 
 
"1834 State Census of (Cass) Bartow County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 26-27. Also in Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 90 (1983): 263-64. 
 
"1834 State Census Records, Cherokee County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 28-29. Also in Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 84 (1982): 93-94. 
 
"1834 State Census of Cobb County." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 30-31. Also in Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 89 
(1983): 171-72.
 
"1834 State Census of Union County." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 12 (2) (1980): 11-12. 
 
"1834 State Census of Forsyth County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 32-33. Also in Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 86 (1982): 259-61. 
 
"1834 State Census of Murray County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 34-35. 
 
"1834 State Census of Gilmer County." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 35. 
 
"1838 Paulding County State Census." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 12 (4) (1980): 36-37. Also in Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 86 
(1982): 281-82. 
 
"White Men With Indian Families--Georgia's Cherokee Country." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine nos. 77-78 (1980): 248-50. 
 
"Federal Pensioners in North Georgia, 1883." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 12 (2) (1980): 39-45. 
 
"White Men with Families in Georgia's Cherokee Country, 1830." Northwest Georgia 
Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 13 (1) (1981): 49-51. 
 
"The 1834 State Census of Northwest Georgia." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 13 (2) (1981): 28. 
 
"Lost Georgia Land Grants, 1775 and 1778." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 
(1981): 3-32. 
 
"A Medical Miracle Worker." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (1981): 39-40. 
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"The 1810 Federal Census of Putnam County." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 79 
(1981): 32-39. 
 
"1840 Pension List For Georgia." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 80 (1981): 129-39. 
 
"Georgia's Roster of the Revolution." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 82 (1981): 281-
84. 
 
"North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia Revolutionary War Soldiers Claims." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 82 (1981): 285-92, no. 81: 203-10. 
 
"Indigent Confederate Veterans in Georgia, 1894." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 17 (1981): 41-59. 
 
"List of Loyalists from Georgia who Settled in Jamaica." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 17 (1981): 119-20. 
 
"Records from the Peter Force Papers." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 
(1981): 122-25. Georgia material. 
 
"Applicants Before the Georgia Board of Physicians, 1826-1881." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 17 (1981): 126-31. 
 
"Records From the Peter Force Papers." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 
(1981): 183-89. Pennsylvania and Virginia Revolutionary War rosters. 
 
"Georgia Forts." Georgia Pioneers 18 (1981): 99-101. 
 
"Georgia Soldiers--War of 1812." Georgia Pioneers 18 (1981): 63-65. 
 
"Tories Murdered in the South Carolina Upcountry During the Revolution." South Carolina 
Magazine of Ancestral Research 9 (1981): 125-27. On Loyalists executed in the South 
during the Revolution. 
 
"The First White Settlers of DeKalb, Gwinnett, Hall, White, Habersham, and Rabun Counties." 
Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Quarterly 13 (1) (1981): 47-48. 
 
"First White Settlers of Northwest Georgia." In Reba Neighbors Collins, Climbing Will 
Rogers Family Tree (Claremore, OK: The Author, 1982), pp. 171-74. 
 
"Some South Carolina Revolutionary War Pension Rolls." South Carolina Magazine of 
Ancestral Research 10 (1982): 63-69. 
 
"Abstracts of Bounty Land Book NN." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 18 
(1982): 194-200. 
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"Scottish and English Settlers on the Georgia Frontier, 1774-1775." National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 70 (1982): 190-96. 
 
"Georgia Returns of Qualified Voters, 1867: Naturalized Citizens of Augusta and Richmond 
County." National Genealogical Society Quarterly 70 (1982): 19-26. 
 
"1830 Census Indicates Whites Living with Indians." Quarterly of the Gwinnett 
Historical Society (1982) no. 2: 26. 
 
"Michael Tanner, Revolutionary War Soldier, Union County." Northwest Georgia 
Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 14 (1) (1982): 28-31. 
 
"Counties in Georgia and the Carolinas--An 1835 Map." Georgia Genealogical Magazine 
no. 85 (1982): 185-93. 
 
"Camden County, 1798." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 85 (1982): 206. 
 
"Birth States of Federal Employees in Georgia, 1816-1819." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 83 (1982): 43-48. 
 
"Georgia Military Affairs, 1793-1800." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 83 (1982): 49-
51. 
 
"Georgia's First Settlers: Revised, Corrected, Annotated, and Cross Referenced." Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 19 (1983): 111-31. 
 
"Burke County War of 1812 Rosters." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 87 (1983): 13-
20, no. 90 (1983): 251-62. 
 
"The 1834 State Census of Lumpkin County." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 87 
(1983): 28-32. 
 
"Memoirs of Civil War Veterans in Watson's Jeffersonian Magazine." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 89 (1983): 199-200. 
 
"Winners in the 1832 Gold Lottery From North Georgia." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 15 (1) 1983): 44-47. 
 
"Whitemen Living with the Cherokees in the 1830 Census." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 15 (2) (1983): 26. 
 
"Ninety Six District Militia in the American Revolution." South Carolina Magazine of  
Ancestral Research 11 (1983): 183-84. 
 
"City of Augusta Census, 1852." Ancestoring (1983) 6: 6-21; 7: 59-77; 8: 6-12. 
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"The Scott Davis Family of Forest Park." In Alice Copeland Kilgore, et al, ed., A History of 
Clayton County Georgia 1821-1983  (1983), p. 206. 
 
"The 1834 State Census of Murray County, Georgia." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 
91 (1984): 29-30. 
 
"The 1834 State Census of Gilmer County." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 91 
(1984): 30. 
 
"The Civil War: Amnesty and Pardons." Ancestoring 8 (1984): 13-27. 
 
"The Civil War Memoirs of Sam Tate Hammontree, Company E, 23rd Regiment, C.S.A., 
Pickens County." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 16 (3)  (Summer 1984): 39-41. 
 
"Some British Deserters in Georgia in 1768." National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
72 (1984): 49. 
 
"1834 State Census of Cobb County, Ga." Family Tree, Newsletter of the Northwest 
Cobb Genealogical Society (July 1984), no. 62: 3-6. 
 
"St. Simons Island, 1820-1823." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 93 (1984): 202. 
 
"Winners in the 1832 Cherokee Land Lottery." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 16 (1984): 38-39. 
 
"The 1832 Voters List." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 16 (1984): 40-42. 
 
"South Carolina Suppliers to the Confederacy." South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research 12 (1984): 183-85. 
 
"1820 Manufacturers Census of Gwinnett County." Quarterly of the Gwinnett Historical 
Society (December 1984): 70. 
 
"Madison County: a Missing Page From the 1820 Census." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 94 (1984): 275-76. 
 
"Good Old Age." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 20 (1984): 246. 
 
"Steamboat Burnt--Georgians Lost!" Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 20 
(1984): 246. 
 
"The 1743 Census of Georgia and Its Critic." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 
(1985): 2-6. 
 
"Frederica." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (1985): 7-15. 
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"Registers of Medical Professionals on Microfilm at the Georgia Department of Archives and 
History." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 (1985): 39-43. 
 
"Some Indians in the 1860 Census of Georgia." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
21 (1985): 46. 
 
"Georgia's First Land Grants, 1733-1739." Georgia Genealogical Magazine (1985) no. 95: 
35-40. 
 
"Whitemen on the Cherokee Lands, 1817." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (2) (1985): 33. 
 
"School Children in the 838th District, Lumpkin County, 1837." Northwest Georgia 
Historical and Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (2) (1985): 34. 
 
"Gone But Not Forgotten." Northwest Georgia Historical and Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 17 (2) (1985): 34. 
 
"Loose Gilmer County Estate Records, 1835-1940." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (2) (1985): 6-9. 
 
"More Loose Wilkes County, Georgia, Papers, 1778-1878." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 96 (1985): 111-20, 153. 
 
"The Georgia Battalion in the Texas Revolution." Central Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 7 (1985): 64-69. 
 
"Georgia Suppliers to the Confederacy." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 21 
(1985): 144-48. Reprinted in Central Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 7 
(1995): 64-69, 117-18. 
 
"Some Revolutionary War Rosters for Georgia Service." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 21 (1985): 149-50. 
 
"School Children, Burke County, Georgia, 1830." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 97 
(1985): 76. 
 
"Butts County Taxables, 1828." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 97 (1985): 177-83. 
 
"Some Franklin County Revolutionary War Pension Claimants." Georgia Genealogical 
Magazine no. 97 (1985): 184-86. 
 
"Hancock County Civil War Soldiers." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 97 (1985): 
201-205. 
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"Some School Children in the 838th District, Lumpkin County, 1837." Georgia 
Genealogical Magazine no. 97 (1985): 206. 
 
"Gilmer County Civil War Pension Files." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (1985): 34-35. 
 
"The McConnell Family of Hall and Cherokee Counties." Northwest Georgia Historical 
and Genealogical Society Quarterly 17 (3) (Summer 1985): 18-20. Also in 16  (3) 
(Summer 1984): 36-38. 
 
"Emigrants From England to Georgia, 1774-1775." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 21 (1985): 222-26. 
 
"War Between the States: Amnesty and Pardons." Georgia Gazette 2 (1985): 32-6. 
 
"Jasper County Loose Estate Records." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 98 (1985): 
267-72, no. 100 (1986): 131-33. 
 
"Americans Executed at Tampico, Mexico, 1836." National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 73 (1985): 262. 
 
"Some Georgia Bounty Land Grants, 1854-1856." National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 73 (1985): 297-303. 
 
"The Records of the Ceded Lands or Georgia's Old Wilkes County." Heritage Quest 1 (2) 
(1985): 4-7. 
 
"The First Georgians: Records of the Thirteenth Colony, 1733-1756." Heritage Quest 1 (3) 
(1985): 22-24. 
 
"Georgia Battalion in the Texas Revolution--An Addendum." Central Georgia 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 7 (1985): 117. 
 
"Cherokee County, Ga. 1832 Voter List." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 98 (1985): 
284-86. 
 
"Longevity in Georgia." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 (1986): 19. 
 
"Hall County Poor School Children 1834." Northwest Georgia Historical and 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 18 (1986): 30-34. 
 
"Heroes of 1812." Central Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 8 (1986): 15-16. 
 
"Georgians at San Jacinto." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 (1986): 89-90. 
 
"Missing Pages From the 1801 Tax Digest of Elbert County." Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly 22 (1986): 92-94. 
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"Some Loose Greene County Records." Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 22 
(1986): 94. 
 
"Revolutionary War Effingham County Petition, 1782." Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 22 (1986): 115-16. 
 
"Whitemen on the Cherokee Lands, 1817." Georgia Genealogical Magazine no. 100 
(1986): 166. 
 
"Continentals from the South in the American State Papers." Georgia Genealogical 
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volume of Confederate Military History. 
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Magazine of Ancestral Research 50 (Summer 2022): 123-130. 
 
"Some Alabamians Born in Georgia and Florida.” Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 57 (Summer 2021): 55-58. 
 
"Applicants for South Carolina Colonial Land Grants for Land within the Georgia Colony after 
1732.” Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 57 (Winter 2021): 81-88. 
 
“Places of Birth of Some East Alabamians as Given in 1863.” Ansearchin’ News. 70 (Fall 
2023): 37-43. Tennessee-born deserters from the Confederate army. 
 
"Available Confederate Civil War Soldier Data Helps with Family History Research." 
Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc. Magazine 55 (Fall/Winter, 2023): 30-38. 
 
“Places of Birth of Some South Carolinians as Given in 1863.” South Carolina Magazine of 
Ancestral Research 53 (Spring 2024): 117-119. 
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"The Twenty-First Century Genealogy Road Trip." AGS Magazine 56 (Fall/Winter, 2024): 
34-38. 
 

"Place of Birth of Some East Alabamians as Given in 1863." Tap Roots, 62 (2) (Oct 2024):  
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DISCOVERIES MADE AND PUBLISHED 

 

Lost Pickens County newspapers and loose court records, found buried in the courthouse 
basement 

Picture of First Baptist Church in Jasper, Georgia torn down in the 1920s 

Andrew McLean account book of sales made to people in Augusta in the 1770s 

Washington County, Alabama Territory records divided between the states of Alabama and 
Mississippi 

Only twenty percent of the Wrightsborough "Quaker" settlement were Quakers 

Thomas Waters and the restored colonial Georgia militia were defeated at the battle of 
Hammond’s Store 

The anonymous author of American Husbandry (1775) was Richard Oswald 

Misfiled court case file of train robber Bill Miner case file in the Hall County Superior Court 

R. R. Henry manuscripts across the country about his efforts to remove Archibald Clark as St. 
Mary's postmaster 

Secrets of maps associated with Archibald Campbell and the British invasion of Georgia in 
1778-1779 

Records of deceased winners in the 1805 land lottery 

letters of Georgia Loyalist Thomas Taylor 

identities of the five Tories of Kettle Creek hanged at Ninety Six, SC in 1779 

George Corntassel's crime that resulted in the Supreme Court Cherokee cases  
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Identity and biography of Orrin Smith Baker who represented Henry Wirz in the Andersonville 
Trial 

The birth year of 1742 for Revolutionary War hero Elijah Clark 

The correct location of Revolutionary War Robert Carr's fort on Beaverdam Creek of Little 
River 

The correct identity of the Cherokee mansions at Carter's Quarters, Georgia 

The secret history of the name of Blood and Slaughter mountains in Georgia 

The 1833 land lot lottery of Georgia 

The Magruder collection of Georgia newspapers 

The Colonial Georgia court docket 

John Dooly letter of battle of Kettle Creek, February 16, 1779 

The John Dooly letter of 1777 to Lachlan McIntosh on the death of his brother Thomas Dooly 

The John Newton diary, 1781-1790 

The Kollock Family Papers 

The secret history behind Henry Grady and saving Kate Southern from hanging in 1877 

The identity of the author of John Wilson's 1779 Revolutionary War journal 

The history of Fenda Lawrence and her family of free Africans in Georgia 

All or nearly all of the men who successfully escaped from Andersonville Confederate prison 

The pamphlets on the stolen Richmond banks gold, 1865 

Martha Allred deposition on her ancestors 

Photograph of Jacob Rogers is actually Jonas B. Davis 

Joe Ritchey, Tennessee gunfighter 
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Robert Davis being interviewed for Brad Meltzer’s Decoded for a documentary on the History 
Channel on gold that traveled with Jefferson Davis in the last days of the Civil War. He will 
appear this April in a History Channel documentary on the Civil War. 

 

CURRENT AND FUTURE RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Thomas Davis, a counterfeiter in early Georgia and Alabama 
John Mitchell Dooly, Georgia judge in the early republic 
Robert S. M. Hunter, Civil War spy from Randolph County 
Robert A. Crawford, Addison Frazer, Thomas Frazer & Co. slave market of Atlanta. Crawford 
may have been born William Adulston Rogers Crawford. 
The d'Estaing land grants in Jackson County, Georgia 
Alleged Tennessee counterfeiters tried in Huntsville in 1876 who murder their witnesses across 
the state of Alabama. Henry M. Neil, Wallace W. Gordon, James R. Neil, and Andrew J. 
Edwards, brought to justice by Secret Service Agent Charles E. Anchisi with the help of Jesse J. 
Mabry, Joseph J. Davis, and an agent named Dodson. 
African American Revolutionary War hero former slave Austin Dabney of Georgia 
Milton Malone, Alabama and Georgia gambler and killer 
The ethnic settlement of Cullman CountyColonel John Dooly of Georgia 
The Georgia and South Carolina letters of Revolutionary War General Benjamin Lincoln 
Reconciliation in post-Revolutionary War Georgia 
Alabama and Georgia soldiers in the United States Colored Troops 
 
Thomas Sims or Tom Simms, the escaped slave arrested in Boston in 1851 under the Fugitive 
Slave Act  
Kettle Creek Revolutionary War Battlefield 
Politics of Over Mountain Men of Tennessee, 1775-1783 
Statistics from State Censuses of Georgia, 1786-1859 
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