Dear [Insert Name],

I am writing today as a constituent from your district to urge you to support the extension and expansion of Georgia's Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit program. The Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit program is the primary financial incentive for the revitalization of Georgia's historic homes and buildings. Historic rehab tax credits represent an investment that will stay local and bring vacant buildings back into service. These credits are a critical tool for economic development and community revitalization. The tangible benefits are felt throughout local economies, while the intangible benefits are available to all Georgians who appreciate the history that is preserved. The Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit program also makes good economic sense by returning exponentially more dollars to the state than tax credits expended and creating valuable jobs.
Current legislation caps the program at $30 million of credits per year. As credits are claimed above that cap, they are awarded in future tax years. The current iteration of the program is due to sunset in 2029 and all credits have been claimed through that sunset date, rendering the program closed for any potential rehabilitations in the next four years. Additionally, the $30 million cap is stalling construction schedules and discouraging future private investment in our state.

This program is vitally important to the historic fabric of our state as well as our economy. I urge you to support upcoming legislation by the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation to increase the cap and extend the sunset date on this tax incentive program.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

