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Check for updates and ticket information at
GeorgiaTrust.org or call 404-885-7812.

Learn more and purchase tickets for this fun-filled weekend at
GeorgiaTrust.org or call 404-885-7812
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around the HOUSES

TOP: Master craftsman
Adam Heath at work in
Mary Ellen’s room
RIGHT: Mary Ellen
Johnston Felton and
her husband, Judge
William Felton.
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DID YOU KNOW?
At several key moments during the past 30
years, foundations have given gifts to build
and sustain the work of the Revolving Fund.
Both the Lettie Pate Evans Foundation and the
Woodruff Foundation were integral in creating
and building the fund to a sustainable level. In
the past 15 years, a new preservation-focused
organization, the 1772 Foundation, has become
the premiere funder of revolving funds across
the United States, working “to ensure the safe
passage of our historic buildings and farmland to
future generations.” The 1772 Foundation funds
feasibility studies, as well as bricks-and-mortar
projects, and has been instrumental in the growth
of several revolving fund programs in Georgia.
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HOW DOES A PROPERTY COME IN THE
REVOLVING FUND?
There are typically three ways that properties are acquired
by the Trust: donation, option agreements, or outright
purchase.
• Donated property provides tax benefits to the donating
owner, while the Trust’s marketing network provides
a targeted international audience of potential buyers.
Fifteen properties have been donated to the Trust to be
sold through the Revolving Fund.
• An option agreement gives the Trust an exclusive right
to purchase a property. This method provides the most
flexibility, allowing the Trust to market the property
without the full responsibilities of ownership.
• On a few occasions, the Trust has purchased property
through fee simple. Most recently, the two houses
rehabilitated through the West Atlanta Preservation
Initiative were purchased by the Trust from the family of
Edward Johnson.
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Dana Ponder

Ennis Willis
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UPDATES

Sandersville School, 2015 Places in Peril
Sandersville, Washington County

The Milledgeville Chapter of the Watson-Brown Junior Board has
awarded the Sandersville School Building Authority an $11,525
grant to fund the restoration of the sandstone architectural
elements on the front façade of the original 1939 building. The
façade restoration will be a beginning step to bring the original
school building back to public use.
The Fox Theatre Institute also has awarded the school $46,060
in grant funding, which will go towards improvements to the
auditorium theater, including two HVAC units, LED lighting
instruments and sound equipment as well as exterior gutters and
drains for the theater area. This grant should provide funding
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for the final projects necessary for the auditorium to gain its
Certificate of Occupancy, allowing for use as a community asset
again.
In addition, the building has seen increased activity. The
Sandersville School hosted the local Kaolin Festival in October
2019, and now portions of the building are also providing a
temporary campus for the private Brentwood School while their
upper campus undergoes rehabilitation during the school year.

The Georgia Trust announced the recipients of its Callahan Incentive
Grant, a matching grant given to nonproﬁt or government organizations
undertaking the rehabilitation of a historic building or site in Georgia.
Made possible by Barbara and Les Callahan, long-time supporters
of the Georgia Trust, a total of $15,000 was awarded to the Fairview
Elementary School in Cave Spring, Paradise Garden in Chattooga
County, Zion Church in Talbotton, and the Cusseta Industrial High
School in Chattahoochee County.
“The Georgia Trust is grateful to the Callahan family for its generous
donation. We believe the grants contributed by them will help our
recipients to accomplish their noteworthy preservation goals,” said
Mark C. McDonald, president and CEO of the Georgia Trust.
The Callahan Incentive Grant was awarded to the following
recipients:
• The Fairview Elementary School (Cave Spring), a historic school
building constructed in 1924 for African American students,
received $3,750 to assist in the project’s ﬁnal phase of exterior
rehabilitation, which will enable the site to open to the public. In
2011, it was listed as a Places in Peril site by the Georgia Trust.
The community has consistently worked to preserve and highlight
the history of this site.
• Paradise Garden (Chattooga County), the creation of one of
America’s best known folk artists, Howard Finster, received
$3,750 to assist in restoring the Cadillac Shed, which protects the
one-of-a-kind car that served as a canvas for the proliﬁc artist.
Such a unique setting requires constant upkeep and restoration,
and in 2010, it was listed on the Trust’s Places in Peril list.
• The Zion Church (Talbotton), a remarkable example of the
Carpenter Gothic style in Georgia, received $3,750 to assist
in restoring the exterior. Built in 1848, Zion Church is an
architectural masterpiece that remains a landmark in the city. It
was listed by the Georgia Trust as a Places in Peril site in 2011.

• The Cusseta Industrial High School (Chattahoochee County), one of
the few remaining Rosenwald Schools in Georgia, received $3,750
to help fund the installation of wood ﬂoors, the ﬁnal phase of a
decade-long preservation eﬀort. Nearly lost to decades of neglect,
the historic school building was rescued by the Chattahoochee
County Historic Preservation Society, who stepped in and undertook
signiﬁcant repairs; placed the school in the National Register of
Historic Places; and now provides educational opportunities to local
school children.
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FULLY REHABILITATED
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The Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation

KEYSTONE SOCIETY

CONNECT WITH US
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