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GEORGIA TRUST LAUNCHES $1.7 MILLION 
CAMPAIGN TO RESTORE RHODES HALL

Our Campaign
On January 29, 2014, The Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation announced the public 

phase of From Historic to Sustainable, A Capital Campaign for Rhodes Hall. We are 
raising $1.7 million to implement a “green rehabilitation” of Rhodes Hall which combines 
energy conservation with historic preservation. The work includes installing energy-
effi cient heat ing and air conditioning, fi xing the leaky roof, repairing 111 historic oak 
windows, improving the grounds, and much more. 

The greening of Rhodes Hall provides The Georgia Trust with an environmentally 
responsible asset which parallels our commitment to organizational sustainability. It is 
a case study for the modern stewardship of historic buildings, and is helping us to develop 
a new certifi cation program for the rehabilitation that combines sustainability with historic 
preservation.

Our Need
The Georgia Trust has been a good steward to Rhodes Hall for thirty years, repairing 

damaged features, restoring original fabric, and installing system upgrades. There is more 
to be done, especially to reach our goal of making Rhodes Hall energy effi cient. Our needs 
include: 

• repairs to the roof, windows, exterior wood and masonry
• new HVAC and insulation systems
• improved accessibility, drainage, function and appearance of the grounds
• upgraded kitchen, bathrooms and other interiors
• updated technology
• new maintenance endowment

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
SPRING STROLL OF MACON 
HOUSES AND GARDENS
May 2-4, 2014
Hay House, Macon, Georgia
Make plans now to attend Central Georgia’s premier 
house and garden tour, previously named one of the Top 
20 Events by the Southeast Tourism Society.

THE GEORGIA TRUST
2014 SPRING RAMBLE
& ANNUAL MEETING
May 16-18, 2014
Cartersville, Georgia
The charming, vibrant city of Cartersville was 
established in the rolling hills of north Georgia in 1850. 
We’ll tour private historic homes in a wide variety of 
architectural styles, wander the streets of downtown, 
and venture into the surrounding countryside.

THE GEORGIA TRUST
2014 FALL RAMBLE
October 10-12, 2014
Americus, Georgia
Join us as we explore the historic town of Americus. 
Chartered in 1832, Americus boasts an abundance of 
antebellum and Victorian architecture.

UPTOWN RHODES RACE 5K
November 8, 2014
Rhodes Hall, Atlanta
Get ready for another exciting run/walk event through 
Ansley Park.

For more information or to register for
these exciting upcoming events, visit
WWW.GEORGIATRUST.ORG.

RHODES HALL AND THE GEORGIA TRUST:
A SUSTAINABLE PARTNERSHIP

The State of Georgia placed a high degree of confi -
dence in The Georgia Trust in September of 2011 

when it signed a 50-year lease for historic Rhodes Hall. 
This document executed by Governor Nathan Deal grants 
The Georgia Trust use at this remarkable historic building 
until 2060 for the tidy sum of ten dollars per year. This 
lease also gives the Trust the enormous responsibility of 
repairing and maintaining Rhodes Hall during this time 
period.

The story of how The Georgia Trust came to occupy 
Rhodes Hall is an interesting one. In June of 1929, the 
sole heirs of Amos Rhodes presented the State of Georgia 
with a gift of Rhodes Hall which was then only 25 years 

old. This gift was made with the following important provision:

“That the property herein conveyed shall be used by the State of Georgia for historical 
purposes, including the preservation of historical emblems, documents, and records of 
all kinds bearing upon the history of our state and nation, and including also the hous-
ing of rare volumes, manuscripts, books, papers, documents, trophies, pictures, souve-
nirs, relics, statuary, and works of art pertaining to the history and development of the 
State of Georgia which may be obtained from loans, gifts, or otherwise.

In the event the condition above set forth is violate and/or in the event grantee herein 
should abandon the use of said property for historical purposes, then and in that event 
this deed shall be void, and the estate granted herein shall be terminated and forfeited, 
and the title to said premises shall revert to the grantors, herein, their heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns without any re-entry on their part.”

Pursuant to the gift, the Georgia State Archives occupied Rhodes Hall until 1965 when it moved 
to a new building. Rhodes Hall was used for a variety of purposes for several years until it became 
vacant. In 1983 The Georgia Trust moved into what was a very dilapidated building and immedi-
ately began work. In 1986 we moved the grand staircase and beautiful stained glass windows back 
to Rhodes Hall and signed a 30-year lease with the state. Investments by the state and The Georgia 
Trust greatly improved conditions at Rhodes Hall and serious restoration was undertaken.

Now, as you will read in the edition of the Rambler, a new period of work at Rhodes Hall is begin-
ning. This work will convert Rhodes Hall into a sustainable historic site. We will have new roofs, 
comfortable and energy effi cient systems, restored windows, water-saving plumbing features, and a 
landscape worthy of the majestic architecture of the building, among other improvements.

I believe the relationship we have with the State of Georgia is mutually benefi cial. The Georgia 
Trust saves taxpayers money by undertaking the maintenance and care of this historic site and de-
rives the distinct pleasure of inhabiting the building to open it to the public as an educational and 
events facility.

To our Board of Trustees, staff and generous donors, we thank you for responding to our story 
so generously. This capital campaign has been an enormous success and true privilege to conduct. 
The Georgia Trust is proud to be a leader in the effort to make historic buildings sustainable and 
use Rhodes Hall as such a high profi le demonstration project. Come see us on June 1, 2014, as we 
celebrate our success.
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The Rambler is a quarterly publication of The 
Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation, one 
of the country’s largest statewide preservation 
organizations. The Trust works to protect and 
preserve Georgia’s historic resources and diverse 
cultural heritage.

The Rambler seeks to increase public awareness and 
understanding of preservation’s economic impact 
on community revitalization and quality of life 
by highlighting current challenges, recent success 
stories and how the Trust is active in Georgia’s 
preservation efforts statewide.
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Director of Communications & Rambler Editor 
1516 Peachtree Street, N.W., Atlanta, GA, 30309
or email tclark@georgiatrust.org. 

Cover image: Savannah, Georgia, courtesy of 
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Moving? Contact membership@georgiatrust.org or 
404-885-7805 with your new address.

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mark C. McDonald
President & CEO

around THE TRUST

WE ARE THRILLED BY THIS TREMENDOUS 
RESPONSE BUT WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP.
At the top of our to-do list is the rehabilitation of our historic grounds; 
besides drainage and accessibility issues, we’d like to install a historically 
appropriate and sustainable landscaping plan. We also would like to address 
several badly-needed repairs at Rhodes Hall, and to provide for its future 
maintenance.  

Please consider a generous gift to The Georgia Trust for From Historic 
to Sustainable, to make Rhodes Hall more beautiful and sustainable.
 Your tax-deductible gift can be paid over three years.

    To make a donation, please go to GeorgiaTrust.org  
                      and click on “Rhodes Hall Capital Campaign.”

(continuted on next page)
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RESTORING THE “SECRET ROOM” 
AT HAY HOUSE

The “Secret Room” of the Johnston-Felton-Hay House is a subject 
of great architectural interest but often has been greatly misinter-

preted. Located behind a swinging niche on the stair landing, it is actually 
a carefully designed linen closet. Its “secret door” stirs the imagination of 
many visitors. Even today some hold to the tradition that this space held 
the Confederate (or personal) gold that William B. Johnston hid for safe-
keeping during the Civil War and in the subsequent fall and occupation of 
Macon by Union troops. The room’s practical usage, and the fact that the 
access locking mechanism is visible in the niche, belies that assumption, 
along with the fact that a “wagon train” of gold and silver belonging to 
Johnston was seized by Federal troops in 1864.

The space is a well-placed linen storage area with a built-in cedar-lined 
dresser/cabinet and (somewhat later) built-in linen storage closets. De-
scribed in the fi rst Hay House historic structures report as being in nearly 
original condition and used as a storage space by servants, the surprising 
fi nishes of the Linen Closet were not suspected until the undertaking of 
the present restoration effort. The team of architectural historians Carl 
Lounsbury and Willie Graham of Colonial Williamsburg and paint his-
torian Susan Buck undertook the documentation of this and other spaces 
on the third level as part of a restoration funded in part by grants from the 
Peyton Anderson Foundation and the Logan Lewis Foundation.

Graham and Lounsbury’s architectural inventory of this space, along 
with their recommended treatments, emphasize the preservation of the 
extensive original fabric including wall plaster, fl ooring, and hardware 
on the cabinets and niche door. Susan Buck’s analysis shows a number 
of layers of paint past the initial white. The second period layer, contem-
poraneous with the marbleizing in the stair hall and on the niche itself, is 
the level selected for restoration. With skilled conservators from IFACS 
on site, the paint and plaster restoration was completed in late 2013. The 
fi nishes include a light apricot color on the walls, and a yellow and blue 
“tile” pattern painted on the fl oor which accentuate the oak graining re-
turned to its original fi nish. Even the single arm gas sconce, found on the 
fourth level in a box, has been conserved and returned to the space. 

The Secret Room restoration will surely set a standard for the restora-
tion of the rest of the third level above it. Work will soon begin on the 
Hay bedroom to return it to its early 1960s appearance.

around THE TRUST

GEORGIA TRUST LAUNCHES $1.7 MILLION CAMPAIGN TO RESTORE 
RHODES HALL
(continuted from previous page)

Our Progress
We started a “quiet campaign” last June, asking our present and former trustees, major donors, and several foundations to kick off this effort by 

making their pledges early. They responded enthusiastically, with over $1.5 million in gifts and pledges.  
With substantial funds in hand, we were able to begin work. Phase 1, the installation of new HVAC and insulation systems, was completed in 

November 2013, and Phase 2, which includes roof and historic window repair, is underway. 
Please visit our website (www.georgiatrust.org) to learn more about the work we have done, are doing and have planned. You’ll also fi nd more 

information about the progress of From Historic to Sustainable.

Rhodes Hall’s roof is extensive. Leaks are 
damaging the porch and porte-cochere ceilings, 
and water is leaking elsewhere.

With the completion of Phase I of the project, we 
have installed energy-effi cient, state-of-the-art 
HVAC and insulation systems.

We will implement a Grounds Use and Mainte-
nance Plan that considers sustainability, Rhodes 
Hall’s historic landscape plan, and the functional 
needs of the facility.

The wood trim and granite needs to be inspected 
and repaired as needed.

We will upgrade our bathrooms, catering kitchen, 
sleeping porch and work stations. We will repair 
and repaint fi nishes as needed.

Rhodes Hall contains 111 historic windows, 
which need to be repaired and resealed to 
prevent air loss.

Ron Goss, Jr. of Cartersville, Georgia, joined The Georgia Trust Board of Trustees in 2012. Mr. 
Goss is the principal/project manager of Pennant Construction Management. He was a recipient 
of the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation’s Excellence in Rehabilitation Award in 2000, 2008, 
2010 and 2012. He is also the chair of the Trust’s Revolving Fund committee and the 2014 Spring 
Ramble in Cartersville, May 16-18.

“As a contractor working with historic properties, a resident of an 1876 home facing a 1903 court-
house and an advocate for preservation, my daily activities are centered around some of Georgia’s 
historic treasures. I have found The Georgia Trust to be educational as well as inspirational. The 
Trust’s ability to gather great minds in preservation as a resource as well as uniting those who 
share the passion for our history and historical resources provides confi dence that our great state’s 
past is well preserved for future generations.”

TRUSTPEOPLE
RON GOSS, JR.

Hay House’s “Secret Room” has been beautifully restored.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SAVE 
THE 
DATE

2014 SPRING RAMBLE
CARTERSVILLE

MAY 16-18, 2014

www.GeorgiaTrust.org

around THE TRUST
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It’s All About What the Market Wants

Early in 2013, in anticipation of presentations in Alabama 
and at the Georgia Downtown Conference, I began to re-
search the market for downtown development. I avoided 

the traditional, pro-downtown sources for data on downtown living 
and downtown development such as the National Trust, Congress 
for New Urbanism and ULI. Instead, I went to the sacred ground 
of traditional real estate development in America - The National 
Association of Realtors, utilizing their series of semi-annual pub-
lications, On Common Ground, for my research. What I found, be-
ginning back with their Summer 2011 edition, “The New Norm,” 
is that the real estate development ground shifted profoundly, and 
that many more Americans are interested in living in a more walk-
able, connected community than at any time since the explosive 
suburban growth of the 1950’s.  What they found was shocking, 
and very exciting, to me. The research established a new defi ni-
tion of market-driven real estate development not motivated 
by the desire to segregate how we live based on narrow demo-
graphic snapshots, but by a desire to live closer, more interde-
pendent, more walkable, more sustainable and in less space 
with more connection to “The Commons.”

The big revelation was that two signifi cant demographic groups, 
the Boomers and the Millennials, both want some form of “city-
ness” - to live in a place that makes them less dependent on the 

automobile, with close proximity to shops and restaurants, culture 
and entertainment, and to more diversity in people and experienc-
es. I am consciously avoiding the terms “Urban” or “New Urban-
ism” because those terms connote big city, and I do not believe that 
all of the Boomers or Millennials interested in city living want a 
big city experience. What they do want is to live somewhere along 
a continuum of city life, from small town to a big city - from May-
berry to Manhattan. I am calling this range of city-style option, 
“The Cityness Continuum”© (see sidebar on page 9). Depending 
on who does the math, Boomers and Millennials represent about 
160 million Americans, and though not all want to live somewhere 
on “The Cityness Continuum”©, a signifi cant portion of this large 
and active market does.

A Back of the Envelope Formula for City Living
The results from the NAR 2011 consumer preference survey were 
both expected and surprising. Of the 2011 NAR survey respon-
dents:

• 56% prefer Smart Growth Neighborhoods
• 59% would accept a smaller home if the commute is 20 min. 

or less
• Seven times more respondents said that the neighborhood is 

more important than house size

A view of Rome, Georgia from Myrtle Grove Cemetery
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by Billy Parrish

• Two-thirds prefer to walk to shops and services 
• 80% want a single family detached home
• 59% would travel farther for a single family home rather than 

a townhome or apartment

But there’s more…
• 38% would prefer an apartment or a townhome if they could 

walk to shops and restaurants!
• 88% said neighborhood mattered more than house size

Boomers and Millennials want communities that are walkable, 
transit oriented and mixed use. And get this, 70% of Millenni-
als want some sort of “City Living!”

The Millennial Market Speaks!
If 50%-70% of Millennials want to live and work somewhere on 
The Cityness Continuum, it is important to understand their prefer-
ences. I have read and heard, over and over again, that Millennials 
will fi rst seek out where they want to live, and then either create or 
fi nd a job that allows them to live where they choose to live. This 
phenomena seems to be encouraging Millennial-driven industries 
to seek for the fi rst time in six decades to either move to a city 
environment or at least to an urban satellite. 

A March 2013 article in Forbes magazine described the live-
work balance that Millennials seek, and how they are beginning 
to affect America’s downtowns. “There’s one place this desired 
demographic, college-educated professionals between the ages 
of 25 and 34 [Millennials] tends to want to live: tight-knit urban 
neighborhoods that are close to work and have lots of entertain-
ment and shopping options within an easy walk. In fact this demo-
graphics’ population grew 26% from 2000 to 2010 in major cities’ 
downtowns, or twice as fast as it did in the those cities’ overall 

metro areas, according to a CEOs for Cities report based on U.S. 
Census data. That is one of the reasons city planners have been 
plowing money and resources into revitalizing their core business 
districts.”

Millennials and Historic Preservation
Since the essential role of historic preservation in revitalization, 
renewal and place making is seldom mentioned in other parts of 
the redevelopment and real estate world, I wondered what do the 
Millennials think about historic preservation?

After spending a few days Googling and Yahooing, I fi nally 
found something on Millennials and historic preservation aptly 
titled “What Do Millennials Think Of Historic Preservation?” 
This August 5, 2013, article was posted by the American Express 
Foundation on its CSR Now! blog and written by Tim McClimon, 
vice president for corporate social responsibility at American Ex-
press and president of the American Express Foundation. McCli-
mon stated that a Millennial came up to him after a talk he gave 
on American Express’s Corporate Giving (which includes historic 
preservation) and said that she thought her generation didn’t really 
care about Historic Preservation, an opinion he had heard before. 
McClimon couldn’t recall any research on Millennials and historic 
preservation, so he turned to the National Trust for insights. The 

around the STATE
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BOOMERS AND MILLENIALS FIND COMMON GROUND IN THE CITY
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The impact of this rapidly emerging preference by a signifi cant 
number of Baby Boomers and Millennials can have a profound 
and positive effect on our historic cities and in-town neighbor-
hoods. Christopher Leinberger, the urbanist, real estate developer 
and author, said in 2011’s On Common Ground, “The New Norm,” 
“The convergence of two huge generations – the Boomers and the 
Millennials – with similar appetites for compact, walkable, mixed-
use communities creates an enormous rebuilding opportunity 
based on smart growth.”

“This could be the economic foundation of the country for the 
next 30 years.” 

It is time, right now, to seize the day!

Billy Parrish is Principal and Senior Downtown Advisor for Parrish-
Consulting, a small boutique downtown and neighborhood development 
consulting practice. He can be reached at (770) 262-1646 or parrishbp@
gmail.com. You can also visit his Linkedin profi le.

Trust’s research shows that Millennials have about the same lev-
el of interest in historic preservation as do other segments of the 
population, but with their own unique point of view.  According 
to the McClimon, the Trust’s survey shows that “Millennials want 
to be active in support of the preservation cause and not passive 
consumers of information. They want to sign up for action alerts 
or attend ‘behind the scenes’ tours, for example, but they don’t 
necessarily want to be traditional members.” To quote McClimon, 
“[Millennials] characteristics – a concern about sustainability, a 
greater value placed on making and repairing things oneself, and 
the implications of a throwaway culture – seem to fi t clearly and 
easily into the goals of historic preservation of buildings and 
neighborhoods, which is widely viewed as more environmentally 
friendly than tearing structures down and rebuilding them.

Accordingly, it may be that the words used to describe the work 
of preservationists and historical societies and organizations with 
Millennials could focus more on sustainability and adaptive re-use 
and the environmental impacts of restoring vs. rebuilding – rather 
than on preserving buildings for their original purposes or main-
taining structures and streets for the sake of preserving them for 
future generations.”

Suburban Lifestyle Centers
Historic preservation must evolve and adapt to the rapidly emerg-
ing market for some form of city life, be it big city, medium-sized 
central city of a Metropolitan Statistical Area, or small town.

Preservationists must shift from our excessive focus on muse-
um-quality restorations and the worship of the ancestral manse to 
a more fl exible continuum of preservation strategies that include 
greener, more adaptable buildings that Boomer and Millennials 
can love in a place where they want to be – compact, walkable, 
open and diverse, social and fun, and aesthetically pleasing (beau-
tiful) – with a sense of place created by history and the promise of 
continued vitality and rebirth.

In the new historic preservation paradigm/movement there will 
still be a prominent place for museum-quality restoration, but bal-
anced with a fl exible and pragmatic approach to rehabilitation, 

adaptive reuse and “greening”. There may even be a place for the 
Ruskinians who want to preserve the “Golden Stain of Time.”

Conclusion
Those of us in the “downtown business” are really in the city-
making business, creating a place that matters. We know that what 
makes your city or town a wonderful place to live makes your 
community a wonderful place to visit for that large portion of the 
tourist market that seeks real, authentic, truly local experience. In 
Georgia, our historic downtowns and the cities that surround them 
represent “home,” the place where more and more of our citizens 
want to build their lives, where family, business, worship and play 
come together within an easy walk.

When I started in this work, back in the time before personal 
computers, the internet and Twitter, most of us in the downtown 
revitalization business believed that our #1 goal was to restore re-
tail to downtown. Few of us thought that downtowns could be the 
center of community life that they had once been only 20 years 
before. Now I think differently.

Though downtowns will not be the only community center in 
most metropolitan or micropolitan areas, they can again be the 
center of a community’s life. A vibrant downtown or neighbor-
hood commercial area can be the centerpiece of a revitalizing big 
city, small city, town or neighborhood, home to public and private 
sector offi ces, spiritual and community centers, arts, culture, resi-
dential and retail. And I believe that historic preservation is an es-
sential strategy to a “livable city.”

In  an article for Governing magazine, “Do Millennials Want to 
Call Your City Home,” William Fulton writes that “…most people 
settle down by age 35…” and that most Millennials will be “…
making location decisions based on their idea of quality of life. 
And they are going to make all those decision in the next few years 
-- by the time they are 35.”

There has not been a time in over half a century when a signifi -
cant percentage of the American public badly wants an alternative 
to the disconnectedness we have built into our daily lives. The time 
is now to fully embrace your “cityness” and those qualities that 
make you market-ready!

around the STATE around the STATE

QUALITIES THAT DEFINE THE 
CITYNESS© OF A PLACE

1 Vibrant Downtown or Neighborhood 
Commercial Area

2 Strong Sense of Place (Includes an 
Historic Preservation Ethic)

3 Local Food Culture

4 Arts, Culture & Entertainment

5 Diversity of Housing

6 Diversity of Business Activity

7 Visible, High Quality & Well Main-
tained Public Sector Investment

8 Technology Infrastructure in Place 
& Up-To-Date 

9 Density & Proximity

10 Walkability

11 Improving In-Town Educational 
Opportunities
(K-12 + Colleges  Univ.)

12 Beauty (Also Includes an 
Historic Preservation Ethic)
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“

The convergence of two huge generations – 
the Boomers and the Millennials – with similar 
appetites for compact, walkable, mixed-use 
communities creates an enormous rebuilding 
opportunity based on smart growth.
         - Billy Parrish

Savannah
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Downtown Macon
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Downtown Senoia
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ATLANTA DAILY WORLD BUILDING
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PURIFICATION CHURCH
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CRAIGIE HOUSE/DAR BUILDING

2015
PLACES
IN PERIL

CALL FOR  NOMINATIONS | Deadline: June 6
Do you know of a special irreplaceable historic building or site that is highly threatened by 
demolition, neglect, inappropriate development or other threats? If so, this is your oppor-
tunity to help save it. The Georgia Trust’s Places in Peril program seeks to identify and 
preserve historic sites threatened by demolition, neglect, lack of maintenance, inappropri-
ate development or other threats.

Visit www.GeorgiaTrust.org for more information or to download a nomination form.

Pictured: Lexington Presbyterian Church, Oglethorpe County, 2013 Place in Peril
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MAIN STREET SHINES A LIGHT ON 
DOUGLASVILLE’S OLD CITY HALL

Arecent Main Street project brought to light the history of electrical 
distribution in Douglas County.

On all projects, the Main Street team works hard to learn the history 
of a building or site before recommending changes. In this case, local 
memories of a building’s history did not extend back much further than 
the last two decades. Everyone knew it as the “old city hall.” Tax records 
listed the construction date as 1898, but fi re insurance maps from the ear-
ly 1900s contradicted that information. Curiosity piqued, the Main Street 
design team contacted a local historian who, though unable to add any 
personal knowledge, asked a longtime resident for his remembrances. 
The man provided a great clue when he said, “I remember it being the 
REA, but that’s about it.”

In this context, REA stands for Rural Electrifi cation Administration, a 
New Deal agency created in 1939. It’s hard to imagine now, but until the 
1930s, only those Douglasville residents living downtown had electricity. 
Until then, the economics of stringing lines through low-density areas 
made it unfeasible. The REA provided a loan to the newly established 
Farmer’s Electrical Membership Corporation, aptly named for the ser-
vice it was created to provide. 

Farmer’s EMC became Douglas County EMC, which became 
Greystone Power; the company celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2011. 
As part of the anniversary celebration, a thorough history, fi lled with old 
photos sent by former employees, was published. It proved to be a great 
tool for the building investigators.

The publication explained that in 1940 the growing co-op needed a 
new building and bought a lot in town. A building designed by a well-
known Atlanta fi rm was constructed there in 1941. A photo of some early 
employees posing in front of their building was included, and there was 
the “old city hall” in its original form.

The booklet also described later changes to the building. A 1949 ex-
pansion accommodated a growing fl eet of service trucks. This tidbit 
helped the team identify a strangely remodeled area in the rear of the 
building as former garage bay doors.

In July 1963, the co-op moved to a new facility at a different location 
and the building sat largely unused for 10 years. The city bought the 
building in 1973 to become the new city hall, a good indication of the 
vintage of and impetus behind the building’s most recent “reskin.”

With a much better understanding of the building’s history, the team 
was able to make informed judgements about the signifi cance of archi-
tectural features. They then created a design concept for rehabilitation of 
the structure that was well received by the city.

Current view of Douglasville’s  Old City Hall

A historic image shows the building’s original appearance.

Incorporating the building’s original signifi cant architectural  
features, the Main Street design team creates a rendering of 

what the building could look like after rehabilitation.
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THE GEORGIA TRUST
ENDANGERED PROPERTIES FOR SALE
The Revolving Fund Program was established to provide effective 
alternatives to demolition or neglect of architecturally and historically 
signifi cant properties by promoting their rehabilitation and monitoring their 
preservation in perpetuity.

All properties sold through our Endangered Properties program have conservation 
easements in place to ensure the historic integrity of the property is retained. 
Additionally, buyers are required to sign a Rehabilitation Agreement and all work 
done to the property must abide by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. Copies of these documents will be provided by The Georgia Trust for 
review.

For more information and photos of the Trust’s Endangered Properties For Sale, 
visit www.GeorgiaTrust.org.

CHERRY COTTAGE
Washington, c. 1818. 4BR/2BA home built by Constan-
tine Church who bought the lot in 1784. One of the old-
est buildings in Washington, Cherry Cottage is a one-
and-a-half story wood-sided home containing 3,408 
square feet, consisting of four bedrooms, two baths, 
large sitting room, parlor, formal dining room, kitchen, 
and library. Its lot is 1.10 acres and cannot be subdi-
vided. Located in a beautiful historic neighborhood. 
$130,000. Contact Kate Ryan, 404-885-7817,
kryan@georgiatrust.org.

around HISTORIC PROPERTIES FOR SALE

COUPLE DONATES HISTORIC HOUSE TO 
GEORGIA TRUST REVOLVING FUND
In December 2013, Alice and Slade Johnson of Talbotton, Georgia graciously donated the Short-

Stevens House (left) in Buena Visita, Georgia, to The Georgia Trust’s Revolving Fund. The 
early 20th-century Neoclassical style house is located just half a mile from Buena Vista’s historic 
courthouse square. The house was originally built for W.B. Short, a prominent Marion County 
lawyer, and his wife Mollie. Mollie Short was from a well known Buena Vista family and was the 
cousin of Oscar B. Colquitt of Buena Vista who was elected governor of Texas in 1910.  The house 
underwent an early remodel by noted Columbus architect T.W. Smith and was updated again under 
the Stevens’ ownership in 1953.

LAWRENCE HOUSE
Menlo, c. 1875. Located in the Appalachian foothills, 
this beautifully maintained two-story house includes for-
mal living and dining rooms, four bedrooms, a recently 
renovated kitchen and bath with marble and decora-
tive tiles, and hardwood fl oors throughout. The house 
has four chimneys and period mantels of carved stone. 
The house’s two-acre lot, located at the foot of Lookout 
Mountain, includes mature landscaping with a Georgia 
Champion American Holly Tree, three out-buildings - a 
garage & shop, a well-house and a garden shed. Excel-
lent condition. $195,000. Contact Kate Ryan, 404-885-
7817, kryan@georgiatrust.org.

SMITH-TURNER HOUSE
Lexington, c. 1798. Originally a 425 sq.ft. structure built 
over a basement, this 3BR/1BA house was expanded 
over the years and is now an approximately 2,500 sq.ft. 
nine-room house. The house’s porch retains decorative 
carved brackets. Historic interior elements include wide 
pine board fl oors, chair rails, wainscoting, hand planed 
board walls, horsehair plaster, and Federal period 
mantels. Included on the property are a historic smoke-
house, pecan and walnut trees, and a small commer-
cial building, known locally as “The Little Yellow Store.” 
$65,000. Contact Kate Ryan, 404-885-7817, kryan@
georgiatrust.org.

MOORE-LEWIS HOUSE
Sparta, c. 1850. This 5BR/2-1/2BA house was originally 
designed as a two-story dwelling with a center hall and 
4 large rooms on each level. A full-width porch with 
decorative elements crosses the front, and a rear porch 
has been fully enclosed to house both a bathroom and 
modern kitchen. Property includes a driveway and ga-
rage, and the fenced backyard contains a smokehouse 
shed. The house has been lived in recently and is in 
good condition. The Moore-Lewis House is primarily in 
need of cosmetic work. $60,000. Contact Kate Ryan, 
404-885-7817, kryan@georgiatrust.org.

around HISTORIC PROPERTIES FOR SALE

BARNESVILLE, c. 1912. Beautiful brick home 
built by buggy manufacturing family. Grand & spacious 
for entertaining large groups, this home features 7BR 
4.5BA, Wedgwood chandeliers and sconces, and hand 
carved wood. Architecture refl ects the German Bau-
haus Crafts Movement of the Chicago School. Includes 
Library/Offi ce, Family Room, Separate Den, Workshop, 
Sun Room, Two Master Suites with his and hers dress-
ing rooms off each master. Tub, shower & foot washing 
tub in master bath. Call Sandra Jones, Harry Norman, 
Realtors, 770-653-6907.

PLACE YOUR 
HISTORIC 
PROPERTY IN 
FRONT OF
HIGHLY 
INTERESTED 
BUYERS.

To advertise your historic property to a 
statewide audience, visit www.GeorgiaTrust.
org or contact Traci Clark at  404-885-7802, 
tclark@georgiatrust.org.

EATONTON, c. 1854. True “Georgia Farm” 
estate listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Stately Greek Revival plantation house on 300+ acres 
bordered on three sides by Georgia Forestry Land. 4 
Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths. Amenities include 
a pool, gazebo, kitchen-party house, well house, 
historic 2-room restored school house, tractor barn, 
pond and pond house, dove hunting fi elds, and covered 
bridge. Located one hour east of Atlanta in prime dove 
and deer hunting territory near Lake Oconee. Contact 
Margie Stockton, Harry Norman, Realtors, 404-317-
3212, Margie.Stockton@harrynorman.com.

YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE

Readers of the RAMBLER 
appreciate historic architecture 
and are interested in preserving 
and maintaining Georgia’s 
architectural heritage.
Call 404-885-7802.

GREENVILLE, c. 1910.  Located on 4.93 acres, 
this charming historic home, built in 1910, has the origi-
nal fl ooring, hardware and light fi xtures. Downstairs has 
maple fl ooring imported from England with yellow pine 
upstairs. An exquisite mahogany staircase graces the 
entrance. Stained glass windows were crafted by Lo-
renz art glass studio. Beautiful fi replaces with the origi-
nal mantles are showcased in the home. Exterior has 
been restored and repainted as well as other improve-
ments. Offered For Sale at $450,000. Call Linda Daniel, 
Daniel Realty & Insurance Agency, Inc., 706-882-1848,
Lindad@daniel-realty-ins.com.

GREENVILLE, c. 1870. Listed on the National 
Register, this stunning home is completely renovated 
and located on 24 picturesque acres. This home is 
used as a private residence but has great potential 
for a bed & breakfast, special events facility and much 
more. Amenities include a par-3 golf course with addi-
tional putting green, separate studio/guesthouse, many 
outbuildings, pool with jacuzzi, bar, wrought iron fence. 
Beautiful formal gardens with home situated at end of 
boxwood-lined entrance. Located halfway between At-
lanta and Columbus and less than 15 minutes to I-85. 
$1,995,000. Call Angela Hand, Southern Charm Realty 
LLC, 706-977-9700, scrllc@yahoo.com.

LAGRANGE, c. 1832. Boxwood Acres is one 
of the oldest homes in LaGrange. Also known as the 
Ferrell-Holder house, this one-story Greek Revival 
Cottage exhibits all the excellent proportions of the 
Greek Revival style. Main fl oor supported by hand hewn 
beams. Spacious front porch. 4BR, 3BA. Features large 
living room, central hallway, spacious dining room, cozy 
breakfast room, hardwood fl oors, high ceilings, original 
mantels and moldings, gracious fl oor plan and beautiful 
boxwood gardens. Convenient in-town location in 
Vernon Road historic district. On National Register. 
$297,500. Isabelle Knight, Coldwell Banker Spinks 
Brown Durand, 706-333-3133 or isabelle.knight@
coldwellbanker.com.

SAVANNAH, c. 1855-56. This four story Savan-
nah Gray Brick home is one of four houses in Marshall 
Row saved by Historic Savannah. Original restoration 
in the late 60’s by architect Frank McCall with addition 
of kitchen overlooking lush courtyard garden. Meticu-
lously and lovingly maintained 5BR/5.5BA historic home 
with elevator to all fl oors. Features include: 5 gas log 
fi replaces, heart of pine fl oors, with brick on the gar-
den level, antique iron work under dining room balcony 
and courtyard. One car garage with lane access. Su-
perior location on the corner of Oglethorpe Avenue 
and Lincoln Street in the heart of the historic district. 
$1,330,000. Julia Morrison 912.441.6767. Celia Dunn 
Sotheby’s International Realty 912.234.3323.

WOODBURY, c. 1830. Exquisitely renovated 
23+ acre Plantation estate. Property includes 3,200+ 
sqft 1830’s Plantation home, expansive gardens, pot-
ting shed, salt water pool, privately nestled 900+- sqft 
guest cottage & detached two car garage/workshop. 
Also includes a 1680+- sqft caretakers home/income-
producing property. Main house boasts a state-of-the-
art kitchen featured on the cover of Kitchen Trends 
Magazine. Renovations preserve original splendor but 
add the modern conveniences. Located one hour from 
the Atlanta airport. Call Piper Gresham 706-577-0267 
or Hillary Evans, Evans Realty 706-846-2000.

SHORT-STEVENS HOUSE
Buena Vista, c. 1875. This 5BR/2.5BA house has re-
tained several of its early-mid century features, includ-
ing mantels, fi xtures, cabinets and hardware. After sit-
ting vacant for several years, the house is in need of 
new electrical, plumbing and HVAC systems, as well 
as remodeled kitchen and baths and interior cosmetic 
work. The house may be eligible for several fi nancial in-
centives, including an 8 1/2 year tax abatement and tax 
credits for substantial rehabilitation. $195,000. Contact 
Kate Ryan, 404-885-7817, kryan@georgiatrust.org.

NEW

Did you know?
The Georgia Trust accepts the donation of historic properties into our 
Revolving Fund. For more information, call 404-885-7817.
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Dear

Dear Gloria,
A few months ago, work crews moved the historic Randolph-Lucas 
House in Atlanta from its location on Peachtree Street to a new location 
in Ansley Park. Moving a historic building does not adhere to the Sec-
retary of the Interior’s Standards for the treatment of historic properties; 
however, preservationists seemed to be satisfi ed with this result. So is it 
ok to move a historic house from its original location?
    - Joe R. from Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Joe,
That is a very good question. The Georgia Trust advocates moving a 
historic building only when it becomes the last viable option for saving 
it. The Randolph-Lucas House was suffering from demolition from 
neglect, and the condo association that owned the house wanted to 
tear it down. The house had already been moved several hundred feet 
when the condos were initially built. The historical context of its original 
location was lost. So how do we keep this from happening again? The 
owner can donate an easement on the property or you can work with 
your community’s historic preservation review board to acquire landmark 
status for a historic building. Both of these options would protect the 
building.
     - Gloria

Have a question about your historic house or building?
Email DearGloria@GeorgiaTrust.org or write to Dear Gloria,
The Georgia Trust, 1516 Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta, GA 30309.

IN MEMORIAM
Jane Cassady of Athens, Georgia, passed away on February 8, 2014. 
Mrs. Cassady had served on the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation, 
the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Historic Preservation Di-
vision, the Kentucky Heritage Council, the Historic Landmarks Founda-
tion of Indiana, and the NE Georgia Regional Development Center. She 
authored “Preserving Cultural and Historic Landscapes: A Study of Pres-
ervation Policies and Techniques” in 1997 and co-authored “The New 
Georgia Guide” in 1996. She served as a board member of the Preserva-

tion Action in Washington, DC and was a founding member of Preservation Kentucky. Our hearts 
and prayers are with her many friends and family.

Cullen Chambers, executive director of the Tybee Island Historical So-
ciety, passed away on January 20, 2014. “I knew Cullen since the late 
1990s and always found him to be a deeply caring and considerate per-
son. He was knowledgeable about so many aspects of historic preserva-
tion including lighthouse conservation, historic districts, and even valued 
buildings from the recent past. Georgians have lost a great champion for 
historic preservation and more signifi cantly a wonderful human being,” 

said Mark C. McDonald, President and CEO of The Georgia Trust. Cullen also led the Coastal 
Regional Commission Historic Preservation Task Force that oversaw the second assessment of the 
Harrington School on St. Simons Island.

Al Gerhardt of Macon, Georgia, passed away on February 3, 2014. Mr. 
Gerhardt was a dedicated preservationist and Hay House member. Last 
year Mr. Gerhardt and his wife received a Georgia Trust Preservation 
Award for Excellence in Rehabilitation for their work on the Telephone 
Exchange Lofts in Macon. Our collective hearts are heavy with sympa-
thy.

Katherine “Kitty” Oliver of Macon, Georgia, passed away on Janu-
ary 26, 2014. Mrs. Oliver was a longtime Georgia Trust and Hay House 
supporter. During the 2011 Spring Ramble in Macon, Mrs. Oliver gra-
ciously hosted the Heritage Reception at her exquisite home, the Raines-
Carmichael-Oliver House, the only other National Historic Landmark in 
Macon. Our deepest condolences go to her family and friends.

around MEMBERSHIP

WELCOME
NEW & REJOINING MEMBERS
(Aug. 16, 2013–Nov. 15, 2013)

$10,000 + 
1772 Foundation
The Peyton Anderson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Bland
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie G. Callahan
The Community Foundation

for Greater Atlanta
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Currey 
Deloitte & Touche
The Frances and Beverly

Dubose Foundation
The John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Georgia Power Company
Mr. and Mrs. F. Sheffi eld Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Howell Hollis
Ms. Christine Lambert

Lettie Pate Evans Foundation
The Dorothy V. & N. Logan

Lewis Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Magruder
D. Lurton V. & N. Massee Community 
Welfare Fund of the Community 

Foundation for Greater Atlanta
Richard King Mellon Foundation
Katherine and John Murphy Foundation
Ron Jones Photography
Sara Giles Moore Foundation
Ms. Frances H. Shropshire
The Waterfall Foundation
Mr. Tom B. Wight
Williams Family Foundation of Georgia
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
The Atlantan
Avante Catering
Mr. William N. Banks
Barnes and Thronburg
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Bazzle
Mr. and Mrs. W. Mose Bond 
The Patricia Stewart Burgess Foundation
Dr. Benjamin C. Clark, Jr.
The Community Foundation of Central 

Georgia’s Knight Fund for Macon
Carole Parks Catering
Cox Communications
Dennis Dean: A Catering Company
Jo Phelps Fabian
Fickling Family Foundation
Fiserv
Garbutt Construction
Interface
Jerry Dilts and Associates Caterers
Mr. Robert A. Jetmundsen

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Livingston Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Belle Turner Lynch
Macon Bibb County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau
Masterpiece Catering
Montag & Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard
Mr. and Mrs. C. Everett Royal
Sodexo
Soiree Catering and Events
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Starr
Sun In My Belly
SunTrust
Sutherland
Synovus 
Mr. G. Kimbrough Taylor and

Ms. Triska Drake
Taylor & Mathis
TSYS
Zest Atlanta

$2,500 - $4,999
The 11th Hour
W. L. Amos Sr. Foundation
Atlantic Trust Company
Barking Hound Village
BB&T/BB&T Insurance Services
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Borders
Mr. and Mrs. Norris A. Broyles
Christman
Chubb Federal Insurance Companies
The Coca-Cola Company
Dewberry Capital
Ms. M. Rebecca Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Bertis E. Downs, IV
The Elam Alexander Trust
Eukanuba
Fidelity Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Carl I. Gable, Jr.
Dr. J. H. Gaston and Dr. Anne Gaston
Georgia Power Company - Macon
The Hilda D. Glenn Fund of The 

Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Goss
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Hansford
Holder
Invesco Capital Management
JAMCO Properties
Mr. C. Dexter Jordan, Jr.
Ms. Ruth A. Knox
The Ray M. and Mary Elizabeth Lee 

Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Levy
Lord, Aeck & Sargent, Inc.
Drs. Elizabeth and John Lyon
Macon Magazine
Macon Occupational
Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. McDonald
Medical Center of Central Georgia
Milledgeville Main Street
Mr. John A. Mitchener and

Mr. Heath Massey
Colonel Wayne Mock
The National Society of Colonial Dames

in the state of Georgia
Mr. Jon Oscher
Mrs. Diane W. Parker
Redi Floors
Mr. Diff Ritchie and

Ms. Georgia Schley Ritchie
Riverside Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Rothschild, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bronson Smith
Margaret Spalding
State Bank & Trust Company
Terrell Family Foundation
Tunnell & Tunnell
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Underwood
Waites & Foshee Insurance
Worthscape
Mrs. Camille Yow

The General Oglethorpe Society is an honorary 
association for the Trust’s highest level donors. 
For more information, contact 404-885-7805 or 

membership@georgiatrust.org.

Individual
Adel
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Connell

Alpharetta
Mr. Clifford Leigh Johnson

Appling
Ms. Lillie Morris

Athens
Ms. Chantel Dunham
Kendall Turner

Atlanta
Ms. Lulyanne S. Allgood
Ms. Leslie Brooks
Lynn Carithers
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
D’Antignac
Ms. Robin Davis
Ms. Ellen Dickson
Ms. Mary Gossett King
Mr. and Mrs. William Lobb
Ms. Kathleen Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Schoen
Ms. Elizabeth Shortridge
Lindsey Sones
Ms. Katherine Whitaker
Ms. Anne Williams

Austell
Ms. Patricia Deneen

Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Douglas
Mr. Marvin Ruark

Bostwick
Bostwick United

Methodist Church
Gibbs Memorial

Baptist Church
Mr. David Nunn

Carrollton
Mr. Carter Clay

Colbert
Ms. Jane Robertson

Dahlonega
Ms. Judy B. Jones
 
Danielsville
Whitsel Construction 

Services

Decatur
Ms. Joan Dickson
Ms. Robin Poole

Dunwoody
Ms. Jane Patrick
Mr. Bob Smith

Eatonton
People’s Bank

Greensboro
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 

Horton

Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Todd
United Bank

Johns Creek
Ms. Sylvia Truesdale

LaGrange
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Covin

Lawrenceville
Mr. Matthew McConnell

Mableton
Ms. Diana Broman
Ms. Claire Jenkins

Macon
Mr. Phillip Herbert

Madison
Bank of Madison
Calvary Baptist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 

Crawshaw
Episcopal Church of the 

Advent
Hallie Jones Catering
Ms. Christie Y. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Hull
Ms. Vickie Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lanier
Le Petite Jardin
Mr. and Mrs. Llyod Long
Madison Morgan County 
Chamber of Commerce
Madison Morgan Cultural 

Center
Mr. and Mrs. John Malone
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Manus
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Marett
Mr. Gene Massey and

Ms. Karen Moore
Ms. Victoria Mooney
Morgan County African 
American Museum
Morgan County Citizen
Morgan County Courthouse
Mr. Alex Newton and

Ms. Betsy Wagonhouser
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Rakoczy
Rose Cottage
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rushing
Ms. Suellen Sheppard
Mr. Toby West and

Mr. Tom Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 

Whiteside

Marietta
Terri Biggers
Freedman Engineering 

Group
Ms. Catherine Gagne

Rome
Susan Anderson

Roswell
Ms. Martha Harrell

Savannah
Mr. and Mrs. Russ 

Boekenheide
Mr. and Mrs. David 

Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. John Stevens

St. Marys
Ms. Debra Carter

Stockbridge
Ms. Laurel Peace

Stone Mountain
Mr. Jared Aguayo

Villa Rica
Ms. Janet Hyde
Mr. Dale Schwarzkopf

Watkinsville
North Georgia Tours

Crofton, MD
Ms. Norma White

Jackson, MS
Mrs. Carol Taff

Louisville, KY
Mr. Christopher Byrd
Rune Forberg

Montgomery, AL
Mr. and Mrs. Lanney Crane

Surfside, FL
Ms. Dana Dickson

Wildwood, MO
Mr. and Mrs. Edward 

Thibeault

Winston-Salem, NC
Ms. Sarah Whittington

New and Rejoining Hay 
House Members
Bronze Under 35
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Findley
Mr. Jeffrey Guynn
Ms. Betsy Jones
Mr. Ian McMullen

Bronze
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Glen
Teresa Griffith
Patsy and Billy Jones

Silver
Ms. Carole Bashuk
Emily Battle

Gold
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Frank

UPGRADES
Individual
Heritage
Mr. and Mrs. George 

Fawcett
Mr. and Mrs. Walter A. 

George III
Alice Jackson
Ms. Mary B. Williams

Landmark
Mr. James Hugh and

Ms. Linda Lively

Presidential Circle
Mr. and Mrs. Hector 

Llorens, Jr.

Hay House
Bronze
Susannah and Tripp Maddux

Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. 

Smith

Gold
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald C. 

Bloodworth
Bonnie and David Gibson

Platinum
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. 

Hope

around MEMBERSHIP

IN MEMORIAM

Peter Abreu
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Starr

Jack Atkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Turner

Mr. Lovick Pierce Corn
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hampton Dowling

Thomas H. McCook
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Dasher, Jr.

Ms. Mildred T. Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hampton Dowling

Ms. Kay S. Greer
Ms. Sally Murphey Heard

Dr. and Mrs. David H. Rozier
Mr. and Mrs. Boone Smith, III

Mr. Tom B. Wight

Louise Dunn Gibson Wansley
Mr. and Mrs. William Dunn Wansley

FOLLOW US ONLINE

Connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, and Pinterest

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Our comprehensive website in-
cludes up-to-date information about 
programs, properties, events, fi nan-
cial incentives, and other preserva-

tion tools.

www.GeorgiaTrust.org
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