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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR:

Histor ic Renovation Launches Hotel I ndigo Concept in Atlanta

Reclaiming an old property can be challenging, and the conversion of the Carlton Hotel on
Peachtree Street into the prototype Hotel Indigo for Hodges Ward Elliot was no exception.
The renovation of this downtown Atlanta property into InterContinental Hotel Group s  new
boutique hotel concept was designed by Industry Council Member Leo Daly & Associates
and constructed by The Winter Construction Company, also a member of the Industry
Council.

The 1925 Carlton Hotel is l isted on the National Historic Register and will feature 140
guestrooms, meeting space and a restaurant with an outdoor dining terrace on Peachtree
Street.  The 12-story (plus basement), 64,000 square foot hotel  is centrally located in Mid-
town, across from the historic Fox Theatre, convenient to both the arts/convention districts
and the MARTA transit system.

The project presented multiple hidden conditions such
as a sewer main directly under the location for piles for a new stair tower.  To
avoid the sewer main, the piles had to be smaller in diameter and not driven as
deep.  The solution resulted in 22 piles, instead of the original 16, placed strate-
gically around the sewer main  to effectively distribute the load.

Older buildings also tend to have environmental concerns and the same held true
for this project.  Asbestos containing caulk, which had to be abated, was discov-
ered on the brick veneer at every f loor.   Winter's environmental business unit
successfully removed this material, but this unforeseen condition pushed back
the exterior masonry restoration work by two full weeks.

The lobby has retained its original molding and specialized craftsmen were
engaged to match and repaint the ornamental plaster, restoring the lobby to its
historic condition.

Safety has been another concern because the building is located on an ex-
tremely tight site adjacent to an operating restaurant.  The stair tower  con-
structed on the building's northern exterior was built in a 10-foot-wide alley
next to the neighboring restaurant.  Precast concrete panels had to be swung
into place via a crane, which was situated directly behind the building between
the hotel and the parking deck.  However, panels could not be swung over the
restaurant, and the team was restricted from working between the peak lunch
hours of 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
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